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CHAPTER  I 


LIFE'S  JOURNEY. 


What  is  our  life  ?  It  is  a  Journey, 
that  is  soon  ended ;  a  Tale,  that  is 
quickly  told;  a  Day,  whose  hours 
roll  by  apace.  It  is  a  Vapour,  which 
rises  for  a  while,  and  then  vanishes ; 
a  Flame,  that  burns  for  a  moment  or 
two,  and  then  flickers  in  the  socket, 
and  presently  goes  out.  Our  little 
lifetime,  on,  how  short  it  is! 

And  what  are  your  thoughts,  my 
aged  friend,  about  this  journey  of 
life  ?  Once  you  looked  upon  it  as  a 
very  different  thing  from  what  it  ap- 
pears to  you  now     Once  it  seemed  to 
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you  as  if  the  days  of  your  childhood 
would  never  pass  away.  You  longed 
for  manhood  or  womanhood ;  but  it 
came  very  slowly.  The  early  stages 
of  your  journey  seemed  almost  end- 
less. And  if  it  had  been  possible, 
you  would  willingly  have  taken  a' 
spring,  and  jumped  into  middle  life 
at  a  bound.  But  now  you  look  back, 
and  wonder  how  quickly  your  life 
has  passed.  It  seems  but  yesterday 
you  were  a  child.  Old  age  has 
crept  on,  almost  without  your  know- 


uig  it. 


Truly  the  longest  life  is  but  a  little 
while,  when  compared  with  eternity. 
It  is  but  a  tiny  drop  in  the  wide 
ocean  ;  but  as  a  grain  of  sand  on  the 
boundless  shore ;  '  so  soon  passeth  it 
away,  and  we  are  gone.'  And  when 
we  look  forward,  how  soon  shall  we 
be  in  our  graves !  A  few  more  days 
and  we  shall  come  to  the  end  of  (mr 
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span.  Very  soon  *the  siWer  cord 
will  be  'loosed/  'the  golden  bowl' 
will  be  'broken,'  'the  pitcher'  will 
be  fairly  worn  out,  '  the  wheel '  will 
make  its  last  turn;  and  then  we 
shall  'go  to  our  long  home,  and 
the  mourners  «fo  about  the  streets.' 
(Eccles.  xii.  5,  (>.) 

Now,  I  want  you  presently  to  open 
your  Bible,  and  turn  to  the  Ninetieth 
Psalm.  Take  it,  and  ponder  it  over 
in  your  heart ;  and  I  think  you  will 
find  it  very  profitable  sometimes  to  use 
it  as  a  prayer  for  yourself.  It  is  not 
certain  who  was  the  writer  of  that 
Psalm.  But  whoever  wrote  it  must, 
I  think,  have  been  an  old  man ;  and 
he  must  have  written  it  on  purpose 
for  those  of  his  brethren  who  are 
going  down  the  hill  of  life 

I  once  heard  of  an  aged  Christian, 
who  used  to  be  very  fond  of  applying 
the  Ninety-first  Psalm  to  himself   He 


10 


life's  journey. 


loved  to  think  how  truly  it  set  fortL 
the  faithfulness  of  God  to  him  during 
his  long  life.     When  he  was  on  hia 
death- bed,  he  exclaimed,  in  the  words 
of  the  last  verse ;  *  With  lon<r  life  has 
lie  satisfied  me ;    and  now  1  am  tro- 
ing  to  enjoy  the  only  portion  which 
I   could  not  have  in   this   Hfe  — He 
is  going  to  show  me  His  salvation: 
Perhaps,  dear  reader,  you  are  draw- 
ing to  the  close  of  a  long  life.    It  may 
be  that  your  thoughts  have  long  been 
turned  heavenwards.     And  if  so,  I 
know  that  a  word  of  counsel  will  be 
welcome  to  you.    But  if,  on  the  othei 
hand,    you    have    been    thoughtless 
hitherto,  I  will  try  and  make  you 
thoughtful  now.    Whatever  has  been 
your  past  history,  I  want  to  give  you 
in  this  book  a  few  hints  as  to  ho\^ 
you  may  turn  to  the  best  account 
the  time   that  still  remains  to  you. 
I  want  to  do  you  some  jt4()od.    I  want 
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to  make  your  last  days  the  best  and 
happiest  of  all  your  life. 

I  observe  that  old  persons  are  in 
some  respects  much  alike,  but  in 
other  respects  are  very  different. 

They  are  alike  in  their  infirmities, 
'llicir  limbs  shake  and  totter.  Their 
bodies  have  gi'own  weak.  The  clay 
house  they  dwell  in  is  the  worse  for 
wear.  Their  minds  too  have  losl 
their  former  strength.  Memory  fails 
them.  They  can  recollect  what  hap- 
pened years  and  years  ago;  but 
what  happened  yesterday  is  gone  • 
all  is  as  a  blank. 

They  are  alike  too  in  their  sorrows 
They  have  known  what  affliction  is 
Some  have  had  to  mourn  over 
thoughtless,  and  undutiful,  and  re- 
bellious children.  Some  have  had 
to  weep  over  many  an  open  grave. 
Some    have    found    fiom    sad   expe- 
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rience  that  the  world  is  but  a  sorry 
House  to  live  in.  In  these  respects 
old  people  are  much  alike. 

But  in  other  respects,  how  differ- 
ent they  are !  Some  are  rich,  while 
others  are  pocT.  Some  have  but  few 
cares  and  troubles  in  their  declining 
years,  whilst  others  are  burdened 
with  anxieties.  Some  again  ha/e 
many  friends  around  them,  who  show 
them  kindness,  whilst  ethers  are  left 
alone  with  no  one  to  care  for  them. 

But  there  is  a  still  greater  difference 
between  those  who  are  far  advanced 
in  years.     Here  is  one  stooping  and 
groaning  under  his  heavy  burden- 
vexed  with  all  around  him— full  of 
complainings— discontented  with  his 
lot— having  no  pleasure  in  life,  and 
yet  clinging  to  it  as  a  drowning  man 
grasps  at  the  only  plank  that  is  left- 
tired  of  this  world,  and  yet  having 
no  hope  beyond  it. 
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We  see  another  with  the  same  grey 
head,  and  the  same  bent  body ;  bui 
there  is  a  beam  that  lights  up  his 
aged  countenance.  He  is  thankful, 
contented,  peaceful.  All  goes  well 
with  him.  He  is  willing,  cheerfully 
willing,  to  bear  all  that  God  lays 
upon  him.  Not  a  murmur  escapes 
his  lips;  not  a  distrustful  feeling 
dwells  within.  There  is  a  calm  tide 
of  joy  flowing  through  his  soul. 

How  is  this  ?  What  makes  all  this 
difference  ?  It  is  God's  grace  alone. 
This  fills  the  heart  with  peace.  This 
gives  comfort  and  rest  now,  and 
awakens  in  the  soul  a  sweet  and 
blessed  hope  of  joys  to  come. 

Such  an  old  age  as  this  is  most 
desirable,  is  it  not?  And  such  an 
old  age,  dear  reader,  is  just  what  1 
desire  for  you.  May  it  be  your 
portion. 

I  once  heard  of  an  old  man,  who 
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was  brought  to  God  late  in  life.  He 
desired  that,  when  he  died,  these 
words  might  be  written  on  his  tomb- 
stone; 'Here  lies  an  old  man  of 
seven  years  of  age.* 

And  why  so  }  The  truth  was,  that 
all  the  past  years  of  his  long  life  he 
counted  as  no  life  at  all,  for  his  soul 
was  dead.  It  was  only  during  the 
last  few  years  he  had  really  lived,  for 
he  had  then  lived  to  God. 

You    are   now   grown   old.     The 
shades  of  evening  are  growing  thick 
around  you.     You  are  come  to  the 
last   stage  of  life's  journey.     Your 
state  is  something  like  that  of  Moses, 
when  he  had  travelled  for  forty  years 
through  the  wilderness,  and  was  now 
come  to  hij(  journey's  end.   The  Lord 
announces  to  him  that  his  death  is 
near.     But  before  he  departs,    He 
bids  him  j^o  up  to  the  top  of  Pisgah. 
There  he  was  able  to  look  back  on 
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the  path  along  which  he  had  been 
brought,  and  look  forward  to  the 
Land  of  Promise. 

It  must  have  been  very  good  for 
him  to  take  a  survey  of  that  winding 
path  along  which  God  had  led  him  ; 
to  cast  his  eye  back  upon  the  many 
spots  where  mercy  had  been  shown 
him ;  to  call  to  mind  all  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  he  had  passed 
through,  and  the  gracious  manner  in 
which  his  God  had  borne  with  him, 
notwithstanding  his  many  sins. 

Now,  this  is  just  the  survey  which 
you  should  take,  my  aged  friend. 
Get  a  quiet  half-hour  now  and  then, 
and  look  back  into  the  past.  It  will 
be  good  for  you,  I  am  sure ;  and  I 
counsel  you  to  try  it.  1  will  help 
you  to  do  so  in  the  next  chapter 


1« 
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THE  DAYS  THAT  ARE  PAST 


You  remember  that  I  spoke  in  iijy 
last  chapter  of  what  Moses  did  before 
he  died.     He  was  directed  to  j^o  up 
on  Mount  Pisgah,  and  take  a  gHm.pse 
of  that  Promised  Land  which  lay  be- 
fore him.     But  we  can  hardly  fancy 
that  this  was  all  he  did.     It  is  more 
than  likely  that  another  purpose  for 
which  he  ascended  that  high  hill  was. 
that  he  might  from  thence  take  a  sur- 
vey of  all  the  way  that  he  had  already 
travelled  in  his  wilderness  journey. 
And  I  said  that  it  would  be  well  for 
you  now  and  then  to  look  back  on 
all  the  years  that  you  have  passed 
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through.     Let  me  now  h*         ou  a 
little  in  doing  this. 


First  take  a  good  sean  ig  '  *nK'. 
and  see  what  sins  have  n  arkeo  y  >ur 
'past  life.  And  as  you  looV  ^^ark,  you 
will  feel,  I  dare  say,  that  '  *  b 
many  an  act  which  you  voui  uuly 
blot  out  if  you  could.  Th  <  ^re 
many  days  you  w^ould  like  to  h .  i 

again,  in  the  hope  that  you  wu  jd 
live  them  better;  many  word  you 
would  like  to  recall;  many  a  deed 
which  you  would  give  worlds  to 
undo;  many  a  bad  thought  which 
you  encouraged,  and  which  has  left  a 
stain  behind,  that  even  time  cannot 
wear  out. 

I  know  it  is  very  painful  to  be 
thinking  about  our  past  sins ;  but  we 
must  not  shrink  from  it.  It  is  folly  to 
deceive  ourselves,  and  fancy  that  they 
have   not   been   committed.      Thert* 
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they  are,  and  God  sees  them,  ii'  we 
will  not.  His  eye  marked  them  at 
the  time,  and  it  marks  them  still. 
They  may  almost  have  faded  away 
from  our  memory  ;  but  God  remem- 
bers them :  He  forgets  nothing. 

Old  People  are  very  apt  to  fancy 
that  what  is  past  and  forgottei:  by 
them  is  also  blotted  out  of  the  book 
of  God's   remembrance.     Often   for 
instance,  when  the  nins  and  follies  of 
their  youth  are  spoken  of,  they  just 
heave  a  passing  sigh,  and  that  is  all. 
They  think  that  such  things  are  ex- 
cusable in  times  of  yo-th,  and  that 
God  will  not  be  extreme  to   mark 
what  was  done  amiss  in  those  days. 
They  fancy  that   the  bye-gone  past 
will  not  be  laid  to  their  charge,  as 
they  have  since  become  wiser  and 
more  thoughtful. 

But  is  it  so }     Is  God  such  an  one 
a.s  ourselves.?    Can  any  length  of  thue 
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wea.        dy  our  sins  from  His  recollec- 
tion :     Is  it  not   written  that  even 
*  for  every  idle  word  that  men  shall 
speak  they  must  ;;ive  an  account?' 
I  am  sure  it  is  very  good  for  us 
all,  and  especially  for  those  who  are 
drawin<5  near  to  the  close  of  life,  to 
look  fairly  at  the  sins  that  we  have 
committed.    It  is  folly  to  close  our 
eyes    upon  them  and  persuade  our- 
selves   they    do    not  exist.     Indeed, 
if  we  have  any  spiritual  life  in  us. 
whatever   else  we  forget,  surely  we 
shall  never  forget  those  hateful  sins 
vJiiih  .'..ve  defiled  our  souls. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  look  at 
t;u  1}  :.i  .'  s  )rt  of  general  way.  We 
m  t  tix  '5.  on  them  one  by  one,  and 
dra\  *!'  'I.',  forth  from  their  hidhig- 
places.  There  must  be  a  close  search- 
ing for  them,  as  with  a  candle— an 
honest,  hearty,  diUgent  search,  so 
that  not  one  shall  esca^^e  us. 
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^rid  what  is  the  good  of  this?  you 
are  perhaps  ready  to  ask.  Is  there 
any  use  in  making  ourselves  un- 
happy.? The  thing  is  done:  can  it 
be  undone  ^ 

Oh,  surely  it  is  far  better  to  dis- 
cover our  sins  now,  than  to  have 
them  brought  to  light  for  the  first 
time  when  we  appear  before  God. 
It  is  far  better  to  know  how  we 
stand  with  God  now,  than  to  learn 
it  in  that  world  where  there  is  no 
more  hope  for  the  sinner. 

And  what  are  we  to  do  with  our 
sins  when  we  have  found  them  out } 
is  there  any  way  by  which  they  can 
be  got  rid  of.?  Or  must  they  lie  like 
dark  spots  on  our  souls,  like  unpaid 
debts  which  can  never  be  cancelled  } 
No,  dear  friend;  no.  There  is  a 
way,  one  only  way,  by  which  every 
sin  committed,  and  every  deed  left 
undone,  can  be  blotted  out  for  ever 
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Christ  has  paid  your  debt.  He  has 
bled  for  you  on  the  Cross.  He  has 
died  that  you  might  live.  And  He 
is  able,  at  this  moment,  not  only  to 
pardon  your  every  sin,  but  to  cover 
you  with  His  perfect  ri<^hteousness, 
and  to  make  you  His  for  ever ;  '  He 
is  able  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost, 
that  come  unto  God  by  him.* 

Go  now  to  Jesus,  and  ask  Ilim 
to  give  you  repentance.  Ask  Him 
by  His  Holy  Spirit  to  touch  your 
heart,  to  make  you  hate  your  sins, 
and  mourn  over  them  with  godly 
sorrow.  Oh,  it  is  good  for  us  to 
feel  grief  for  our  sins.  And  depend 
upon  it,  we  shall  grieve  over  them, 
if  we  are  brought  under  the  power 
of  God'b  grace. 

Rut  remember,  sorrow  and  tears 
will  not  wash  out  the  stain.  They 
cannot  remove  one  single  atom  of  our 
guilt.     No ;  it  is  only  the  sacrifice  of 
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•Jhrist  that  can  pay  the  debt.  In 
Him  alone  forgiveness  can  be  found. 
*  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth 
us  from  all  sin.' 

Here  then,  my  dear  friend,  is  the 
good  of  finding  out  our  many  sins. 
It  is  that  we  may  get  every  one  of 
them  pardoned ;  it  is  that  we  may  be 
made  happy  in  Christ  our  Saviour. 
He  is  all  power  and  love.  He  is  able 
and  wiUing  to  save.  He  says,  '  Come 
unto  me,  and  I  will  give  you  rest;' 
'Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet, 
they  shall  be  as  snow  ;  though  they 
be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as 
wool ' 


But  there  is  something  more  we 
should  look  back  upon,  besides  our 
sins  ;  we  should  look  back  upon  our 
many  mercies. 

Think  of  the  numberless  acts  of 
love  and  kindness,  which   God  has 
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shown  you  during  the  years  that  are 
past.     Moses  called  to  mind,  I  dare 
say,  those  forty  years  in  which  the 
Lord   had   so   greatly   blessed   him. 
The  whole  path  which  he  had  trodden 
was  indeed  strewed  with  mercies— 
niercies  to  himself,  to  his  family,  to 
his   people.     We  are   tohl  that   for 
forty  years  their  '  raiment  waxed  not 
old,    neither   dkl   their   feet    swell.' 
When     they     were     thirsty,     'He 
brought  streams  out  of  the  rock,  and 
caused   watv<'s    to   run    down    like 
rivers.'     \\  hen   they  were   hungry, 
*  He    fed    them    with    bread    from 
heaven.'     He  led  them,  not  by  the 
shortest  road  nor  by  the  easiest  path, 
but  it  was  *by  the    right  way,'  to 
their  promised  land 

And  has  not  the  Lord  dealt  as 
graciously  with  yoti  ?  Have  not  good- 
ness and  mercy  followed  you  all  your 
days  ?     Think  of  your  many  deliver- 
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ances  from  dangers.  Tliink  how  you 
have  been  spared,  whilst  others  have 
been  cut  off.  Think  of  this  and  that 
blessing  which  came  to  you,  when 
you  so  little  deserved  it.  Think  of 
God's  patience  with  you,  when  you 
provoked  His  anger.  Think  how  He 
made  one  thing  and  another  w^ork 
round  for  your  tirood.  Many  a  time 
you  said  within  yourself,  '  This  thing 
is  unfortunate  ;  it  is  all  against  me;' 
and  jierhaps  that  very  thing  turned  out 
to  be  for  your  greatest  good. 

God's  past  mercies  should  be  a 
pledge  to  you  of  those  that  are  to 
come.  You  may  well  plead  with 
Da^'d,  *  O  God,  thou  hast  taught  me 
fr  ny  you^b  :  now  when  I  am  old 
and  grey-headed,  O  God,  forsake  me 
not.'  You  may  expect  further  trials 
as  you  reach  the  remaining  stages  of 
the  wilderness.  But  you  may  be  sure 
that  the  manna  with  which  you  have 


THE  DAYS  THAT  ARE  PAST. 


25 


been  fed  will  not  fail,  nor  the  cloud  of 
protection  which  has  sheltered  you  be 
withdrawn,  till  your  wanderings  are 
over.    Be  assured,  God  never  yet  for- 
sook a  worn-out  pilgrim.     He  never 
yet  neglected  an  aged  servant.     You 
know  that    He   has   promised    you, 
'  Even  to  your  old  age,  I  am  he  ;  and 
even  to  hoar  hairs,  I  will  carry  you. 
I  have  made,  and  1  will  bear ;  even  I 
will  carry  and  deliver  you.'     The  last 
words  of  good  old  Dr.  Guyse  were, 
'  O  my  God !  Thou  hast  always  been 
with  me,  and  wilt  not  leave  me  now.' 
Think  of  all  this,  and  it  will  warm 
your  cold  heart.     You  will  find  some 
love  kindUng  within  you,  as  you  call 
to  mnid  the  goodness  of  that  heavenly 
Friend,  who  has  watched  over  you  so 
lovingly,  and  cared  for  you  from  your 
childhood  until  now. 

And  oh,  if  you  are  a  true  servant 
of  God.  ii  you  have  been  brought  to 
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know  and  love  your  Saviour,  if  the 
path  of  godliness  has  been  your  path, 
then  is  there  not  one  mercy  which 
out-tops  every  other  in  your  case  ? 
Does  not  your  heart  throb  with  a:ra- 
titude.  when  you  think  of  that  Qrrace 
which  called  you  out  of  darkness  into 
the  blessed  lisjht  of  God's  trutli, 
which  turned  your  f6et  out  of  the 
path  of  sir  and  misery  along  which 
you  were  then  hurrying,  and  brought 
you  into  the  way  of  peace?  Of  all  your 
mercies,  there  is  none  so  great  as  that 
which  led  you  to  Christ  and  made  you 
a  partaker  of  His  great  salvation. 

It  is  said  of  John  Newton,  that 
although  his  memory  failed  him  in 
his  old  age,  there  were  two  things 
which  he  ne^er  forgot :  one  was,  that 
*he  was  a  great  sinner;'  and  the 
other  was,  that  *  Jesus  was  a  greater 
Saviour.' 

Let  me  urge  vou  then,  at  once  to 
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take  a  look  back  on  your  past  sins, 
and  on  your  past  mercies.  This  is 
especially  needful  for  you  who  have 
lived  many  years  in  this  world,  and 
whose  hour-glass  has  but  a  few  grains 
yet  to  run  out.  Do  so  in  an  humble 
and  thoughtful  spirit,  and  I  believe 
you  will  find   that  much  good  will 

come  from  it. 

Take  this,  and  any  other  counsels 
which  I  offer  you,  as  coming  from 
one  who  really  cares  for  you.     Yes,  I 
feel   for   the   Aged.     1   know   their 
trials,  their  infirmities,  and  their  diffi- 
culties.    But  1  also  know  that  the 
Saviour  Himself  cares  for  you.     He 
has  in  store  many  and  great  bless- 
ings, which    He   is   quite   ready  to 
bestow   upon    you.      And  what    1 
desire,  in  this  book,  is  to  lead  you 
to  the  enjoyment  of  them,  so  that 
yours  may  be  a  blessed  and  happy 
old  age. 


CHAPTER  III. 

THE  DUTIES  OF  OLD  AGE. 

EvEF  Y  station  and  stage  of  life  has  its 
own  special  duties.  Childhood  has  its 
duties ;  such  as  obedience  to  parents, 
modesty,  willingness  to  be  taught. 
A  husband  and  wife  have  their  duties; 
and  a  master  or  mistress  theirs.  Man- 
hood has  its  duties ;  a  grown-up  man 
or  woman  are  required  to  be  useful 
in  the  world,  and  to  live  not  unto 
themselves,  but  unto  the  Lord. 

And  so  too  Old  Age  has  its  duties. 
I  will  mention  some  of  them. 


1.  You  should  endeavour  to  be 
patient  and  gentle.  Amidst  all  your 
pains  and  infirmities,  how  blessed  if 
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you  can  feel  a  cheerful  submission  to 
God's  will,  and  if  you  can  accept,  not 
merely  with  resignation,  but  with 
actual  thankfulness,  all  that  He  lays 
upon  you.  Now,  God  can  give  you 
this  patient,  humble,  and  submissive 
spirit,  if  you  will  earnestly  and  daily 
seek  it  from  Him. 


2  You  should  try  to  be  cheerful 
and  considerate  of  others.  Sometimes 
old  people  are  a  little  apt  to  dwell 
too  much  on  their  own  troubles  and 
wants.  Guard  against  this ;  and  seek 
to  make  those  aroun^^  you  happy 
You  cannot  do  much,  perhaps,  but 
you  can  do  something.  A  gentle 
word  or  two,  or  even  a  kind  look,  will 
cheer  some  and  encourage  others. 

Little  drops  of  water,  little  grains  of  sand, 
Make  the  boundless  ocean,  and  the  beauteous  land  , 
Little  deeds  of  kindness,  little  words  of  love, 
Make  our  earth  an  Eklen,  like  the  heaven  above 
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Do  not  grudge  young  people  those 
delights  which  you  can  no  longer 
enjoy.  But  put  yourself  often  in  their 
place,  and  remember  that  you  were 
once  a  child  you:  elf.  The  very  feel- 
ing that  you  are  trying  to  make  others 
happy  will  make  you  happy  yourself. 

3.  Be  much  in  Prayer  and  in  the 
Reading  of  God's  Word.  These  are 
great  helps  to  a  Christian  pilgrim  : 
they  are  like  so  many  staffs  by  the 
way.  Use  them  diligently  and  they 
will  help  you  onward.  As  you  read 
a  little  further  in  this  book,  you  will 
see  some  directions  how  to  profit  by 
the  use  of  them. 

4.  You  should  sit  loose  to  this  world, 
and  be  in  readiness  to  leave  it.  This 
you  will  say,  is  the  duty  of  us  all. 
Yes,  but  it  is  especially  your  duty ; 
for  the  clock  of  t^me  seems  now  to 
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be  givinsj  its  warnins;  sound  in  your 
ears.  Every  day  seems  now  to  be 
saying  to  you,  *  Prepare  to  meet  thy 
God  !  The  night  is  far  spent;  the 
day  is  at  hand.  The  judge  standetb 
at  the  door.' 

It  is  a  melancholy  sight  to  see  an 
old  person  bent  down  with  years, 
standing  at  the  edge  of  eternity,  and 
yet  unwilling  to  loose  his  hold  of  this 
world — cUnging  to  life  with  an  eager 
grasp — as  much  busied  as  ever  with 
its  trifling  concerns — still  thirsting 
for  its  poor  pleasures,  and  yet  unable 
to  enjoy  them — all  before  him  a 
blank — having  no  hope  as  regards 
the  future.  Such  an  old  age  is  in 
deed  a  sad  one. 

But  you  will  perhaps  say,  Surely 
when  any  one  has  grown  old,  and 
when  he  has  sown  the  wdld  oats  of 
youth,  he  will,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
become  thoughtful,  and  turn  his  mind 
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towards  that  world  which  he  is  so 
shortly  to  enter.  But  no  ;  this  does 
not  at  all  follow.  On  the  contrary,  I 
have  seen  many  in  old  age,  just  as 
worldly-minded  as  ever,  and  putting 
from  them  even  then  the  thoughts  of 
a  life  to  come. 

Dear  friend,  it  is  only  grace  that 
can  make  you  anxious  about  your 
soul.  It  is  only  grace  that  can  pre- 
pare you  for  eternity.  We  all  need 
the  po\verful  working  of  God*s  Spirit 
to  draw  our  minds  from  earth  to 
heaven,  from  sin  to  holiness. 

Happy  for  you,  if  heaven  is  the 
home  of  your  heart!  Happy  for 
you  if  your  thoughts  are  centered 
there  !  Happy  for  you,  if  you  can 
say,  *The  world  is  crucified  unto 
me,  and  I  unto  the  world;'  *We 
look  not  at  the  things  which  are 
seen,  but  at  the  things  which  are 
not  seen !  * 
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6.  Your  conversation  should  he  hea- 
venly. Your  time  is  nearly  ended : 
and  therefore  you  should  not  think 
much  about  this  worUl  ^v]ut•h  \ou 
are  on  the  point  of  leaving.  Its 
pleasures,  its  riches,  its  occupations, 
should  not  occupy  your  mind.  You 
should  rather  busy  yourself  about 
your  journey  to  your  everlasting 
home.  You  should  love  to  speak 
about   your  Father's  house. 

True  it  is,  that  our  poor  hearts 
will  ever  be  'cleaving  to  the  dust.' 
There  is  a  weight  upon  our  wings 
ever  keeping  us  downwards.  Hut 
oh,  struggle  aiiainst  this.  Pray 
against  it.  Ask  God  continually  to 
be  drawing  your  mind  heavenward, 
and  to  enable  you  to  '  set  your  atl'ec- 
tions  on  things  above.'  Speak  thank- 
fully of  His  preserving  mercy.  Bear 
testimony  to  His  goodness  and  faith- 
fulness.    And  recommend  oihers  to 
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trust  Him  without  a  doubt,  and  to 
give  their  whole  hearts  to  Him 


6.  Try  and  set  a  good  example  to 
others.  We  should  all  wish  to  be 
useful  in  the  world.  But  now  that 
you  are  grown  old,  you  feel  perhaps 
that  your  time  for  usefulness  is  past. 
Satan  may  whisper,  'You  are  too  old 
to  be  useful  now.'  But  not  so  ;  you 
may  do  something  still  It  is  true 
you  cannot  labour  for  your  family  as 
you  once  did.  You  cannot  go  here 
and  there  to  help  those  who  want 
your  assistance.  But  you  may  be  very 
useful ;  yes,  useful  even  now  ;  useful 
if  you  are  rich,  and  useful  too  if  you 
are  poor.  As  you  sit  by  your  fire- 
side, you  may  si)eak  Christian  words ; 
and  you  may  show  by  your  conduct 
and  temper  the  blessed  effects  that 
religion  has  upon  your  heart.  You 
may,  by  your  prayers  and  praises,  by 
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your  patience  and  perseverance,  by 
your  watching  and  waiting,  glorify 
God.  A  really  Christian  old  man  or 
woman  may  thus  be  a  great  blessing 
to  the  house  and  place  in  which  he 
is  living.  He  may  spread  a  feeling  of 
contentment  around  him.  He  may 
check  many  a  bad  word,  and  soften 
down  many  a  quarrelsome  spirit. 
He  may  show  forth  so  clearly  the 
power  of  grace  in  his  own  conduct, 
that  he  may  thereby  lead  others  to 
seek  it,  and  pray  for  it  themselves. 

Without  speaking  much,  or  doinq 
much,  you  may  honour  God  by  your 
Christian  conduct;  and  thus  your 
light  may  so  shine  before  men,  that 
they  may  glorify  Him.  We  know 
that  a  nice  picture  in  a  room  is  a 
pleasant  thing  to  gaze  upon  ;  we  con- 
stantly turn  to  ic  with  pleasure.  And 
what  picture  is  there  more  beautiful 
than  that  of  an  aged  Christian,  old  in 
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years,  and  ripe  in  grace  r*  The 
hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  if 
it  be  found  in  the  way  of  righteous- 
ness.' 

Yes,  remember  always  you  may  do 
much  by  your  example.  This  will 
tell  mc  wen  thaii  your  words.  For 
your  is   may  be  mistaken,  but 

your  life  cannot  be ;  it  must  and  will 
speak.  St.  Paul  reminded  the  Co- 
rinthians of  this,  when  he  said,  '  Ye 
are  manifestly  declared  to  be  the 
epistles  of  Christ,  known  and  read  of 
all  men  ;^  that  is,  your  lives  i)lainly 
declare  whose  and  what  you  are. 

These  are  some  of  the  Duties  which 
belong  to  Old  People.  Dear  reader, 
neglect  them  not,  try  to  fulfil  them. 
It  will  be  for  your  own  happiness,  and 
for  the  good  of  others.  Thus  ycu 
will  be  'bearing  fruit  in  old  age.' 


CHAPTEH  JV- 
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Satan  tempts  every  one  of  us.  Who 
is  there  that  has  not  felt  his  power? 
And  oh,  how  craftily  does  he  apply 
his  temptations !  He  suits  them 
exactly  to  our  stations  and  ages.  lie 
has  some  temptations  for  the  rich, 
others  for  the  poor ;  some  for  the 
young,  and  other-;  for  the  old.  He 
knows  our  weak  points,  and  there  he 
assaults  us. 

So  you  must  not  be  surprised  if 
you  have  your  temptations,  and  per- 
haps sore  ones  too.  You  may  be  one 
of  God's  dearest  children,  and  yet  be 
tempted.     Was  not  Joseph  tempted, 
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and  David,  and  Paul?  And  was 
not  even  Jesus,  the  sinless  Saviour, 
tempted  by  Satan  ? 

Never  be  an<^ry  with  yourself 
l)ecause  you  are  thus  tried.  It  is 
no  sin  to  be  tempted.  It  is  only 
when  we  give  loay  to  temptation^  in- 
stead of  resisting  it,  that  God  is  angry 
with  us.  It  is  the  faUing  into  sin 
that  irrieves  and  offends  Ilim. 

When  you  find  yourself  tempted  to 
any  wrong  feeling,  or  to  do  anything 
sinful,  I  will  tell  you  how  to  act. 
Don't  g've  yourself  up  to  the  tempta- 
tion, but  strive  resolutely  against  it. 
And  as  you  have  but  Uttle  stren  \ 
of  your  own,  fly  unto  God  for  beip. 
Turn  at  once  to  Him.  Satan  is 
strong ;  but  there  is  a  Stronger  One 
than  he.  Jesus  knows  both  Satan's 
power  and  your  weakness  ;  and,  as 
'  lie  himself  hath  suffered,  being 
tempted,  he  is  able  to  succour  them 
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that  are  tempted.'  In  Christ  you 
are  safe,  and  nowhere  else,  lie  can 
throw  His  shelter  around  you,  and 
protect  you  from  all  harm. 

But   let    us    see    what    kinds    of 
Temptation  belong  especially  to  the 

Atfed. 

A  deadness  and  dulhms  of  soul  is 
very  apt  to  come  over  an  Old  Person. 
Your  feehngs  are  not  so  lively  and 
strong  as  they  once  were.  Your  af- 
fections are  somewhat  blunted.  There 
was  a  time  when  a  powerful  Sermon 
or  a  striking  book  moved  you,  and  the 
tear  started  in  your  eye.  The  love  of 
Jesus  made  your  heart  to  glow.  But 
perhaps  this  warmth  and  tenderness 
of  spirit  is  in  a  measure  gone. 

Now,  you  have  need  to  be  on  your 
guard  on  this  point.  Take  care  that 
you  do  not  settle  dow^n  into  a  cold 
and  easy  frame  of  mind.     Take  care 
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that  your  faith  does  not  wither,  and 
your  love  grow  dull.  It  will  do  so 
if  you  are  not  very  watchful.  Pray 
constantly  that  God  may  touch  your 
heart,  and  give  life  to  it.  Especially 
pray  that  you  may  have  a  bright 
view  of  that  gracious  Saviour,  who 
has  done  so  much  for  you. 

Very  often  too  Old  People  give 
way  to  a  peevish  and  irritable  temper 
They  allow  little  things  to  ruffle  them 
and  put  them  out.  This  is  wrong, 
and  it  very  much  interferes  with 
their  happiness. 

When  you  yourself  have  indulged 
in  this  spirit,  what  has  been  the 
consequence  }  Why,  you  have  felt 
thoroughly  uncomfortable  afterwards, 
and  you  have  wished  that  you  had 
more  command  over  yourself. 

Watch  against  it  then.  I  know 
that  it  is  one  of  the  temptations  to 
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which  Old  Age  is  especially  liable 
But  God  can  strengthen  you  against 
it.  He  can  enable  you  to  overcome 
it  instead  of  its  overcoming  you.  He 
can  give  you  a  happy,  contented, 
peaceful  frame  of  mind,  and  enable 
you  to  take  all  the  little  roughnesses 
of  life  with  calmness  and  evenness  of 
temper.  Thus  will  your  latter  days 
be  happy,  instead  of  miserable ;  and 
you  will  enjoy  a  peace  within,  which 
nothing  can  rob  you  of. 


Again  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
weariness  of  life,  which  it  is  very 
wrong  to  encourage.  At  the  end  of 
sixty  or  seventy  years,  a  person  often 
feels  a  little  tii^d  of  this  world.  He 
is  weary  of  its  trials.  He  has  tasted 
of  it^  disappointments.  He  wishes 
to  get  aw^ay  from  them.  A  suffering 
body  too  perhaps  weighs  him  down. 
And  he    is   ready   to   cry  out   with 
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David,  *  Oh,  that  I  had  whigs  like  a 
dove  !  then  would  I  fly  away,  and  be 
at  rest.' 

But  this  is  not  a  right  wish.  We 
ou«^ht  cheerfully  to  bear  all  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  sees  it  good  for  us 
to  bear.  Even  our  greatest  sufferings 
should  be  willingly  endured  for  His 
sake.  CI  "ist  could  say  in  the  very 
midst  of  His  agony,  *  The  cup  which 
my  Father  hath  given  me,  shall  I  not 
drink  it?'  Elijah  was  wrong  when 
he  requested  for  himself  that  he 
might  die,  and  said,  *  Now,  O  Lord, 
take  away  my  life.'  Jonah  too  was 
wrong,  when  he  exciaimed,  *  It  is 
better  for  me  to  die  than  to  live.' 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  discontent 
in  the  minds  of  all  these  persons 
when  they  made  such  a  request.  It 
was  in  a  moment  of  disappointment 
and  distrust  that  they  breathed  the 
prayer. 
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How  different  v-ere  St.  Paul's  feel- 
ings when  he  expressed  a  *  desire  tc 
depart*  It  was  not  because  he  was 
tired  of  life,  or  because  he  was  dis- 
contented with  the  lot  whicli  God 
had  appointed  for  him.  No;  he 
desired  to  depart  for  a  far  different 
reason.  It  was  because  he  wished  to 
be  with  Christ.  He  loved  his  Saviour, 
and  longed  to  be  in  His  presence. 

May  God  give  us  the  same  holy 
longing !  And  may  we  at  the  same 
time  be  content  to  remain  here  just 
so  long  as  He  in  His  wisdom  and 
love  sees  fit. 


My  dear  Friend,  you  see  there  are 
certain  temptations  to  which  in  your 
old  age  you  are  especially  liable.  I 
have  mentioned  ^Ar^^ ;  namely,  dead- 
ness  of  soul,  peevishness,  and  unwill- 
ingness to  bear  the  sufferings  of  this 
life.     But  there  are  others  which  I 
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have  not  noticed.  Now,  look  well 
into  your  heart,  and  think  what  is  the 
temptation  to  which  you  are  most  in- 
clined to  yield.  And  then  ask  God  to 
set  you  free  from  it,  and  to  strengthen 
you  by  putting  His  Holy  Spirit 
within  your  heart.  That  Avas  a  com- 
forting word  which  our  Lord  spoke 
to  St.  Peter,  '  Satan  hath  desired  to 
have  you,  and  sift  you  as  wheat; 
but  J  have  prayed  /or  you,  that  your 
faith  fail  not.' 

Satan  is  a  mighty  Tempter;  but 
you  have  also  an  almighty  Protector. 
Rest  in  His  promise:  trust  in  HirJ 
strength ;  and  no  power  on  earth  or 
in  hell  can  ever  harm  you. 


niArTEu  V. 

thj:  trials  of  old  age. 

This  life  is  a  life  of  trials;  and  who 
is  there  altogether  free  from  them  ? 
We  must  expect  them,  and  b<  eady 
to  meet  them  when  they  come.  Some- 
times they  cluster  so  thickly  around 
us,  that  it  needs  a  sto'^t  heart  and 
much  grace  to  bear  thr  a  meekly,  and 
to  pass  through  them  unhurt. 

Let  us  talk  over  those  which  be- 
long to  Old  Age;  and  perhaps  we 
shall  find  ourselves  all  the  better  for 
saying  a  few  words  about  them. 


Loss  of  Strength  is  a  great  trial 
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lo  an  old  person.  It  is  painful  to 
feel  that  you  cannot  do  many  thinj^s 
now,  which  you  once  did  so  easily. 
To  be  busy  and  happy  was  once  per- 
haps your  greatest  enjoyment.  But 
now  your  limbs  can  hardly  carry 
you;  and  many  of  the  occupations 
of  life  are  a  burden  i>  •  <  u. 

But  let  not  this  distress  you.  It  is 
your  portion,  and  God  has  so  ordered 
it.  And  thou«:h  *the  outer  man 
decays,'  He  can  strengthen  you  in 
your  soul,  so  that  the  '  inner  man  is 
renewed  day  by  day.' 

And  is  there  not  mercy  in  your 
very  feebleness  ?  for  it  reminds  you 
constantly  that  your  life  is  drawing 
to  a  close,  whilst  a  voice  from  heaven 
whispers  to  you  that  *  there  re- 
maineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God.' 
In  that  Heavenly  Home  there  will  be 
no  weakness,  no  weariness,  no  in- 
firmity, no  sin 
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Loss  of  Memory  is  another  great 
trial,  which  generally  accompanies 
Old  Age.  I  dare  say  you  can  re- 
member pretty  well  what  happened 
years  ago  ;  but  what  happened  yester- 
day you  entirely  forget.  What  you 
read  is  soon  lost;  it  passes  away 
like  letters  written  on  the  sand.  You 
hear  a  sermon,  and  what  your  mi- 
nister said  is  all  gone  an  hour  after ; 
even  the  very  text  is  forgotten.  It 
may  be,  you  are  sometimes  vexed 
with  yourself  for  this  ;  and  you  even 
fear  that  God  may  be  angry  with 
you.  But  no ;  He  is  no  hard  master. 
He  '  does  not  reap  where  He  has  not 
sown.'  He  is  quite  aware  of  }our 
intirniities.  He  knows  very  well 
the  weakness  of  your  irame,  and 
'remembereth  that  you  are  but 
dust.'  He  is  too  kind,  and  too  just, 
to  require  of  you  what   you   cannot 


give  Him. 
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Never  mind  then  the  badness  of 
your  memory.  God  will  not  call 
you  to  account  for  that.  The  great 
thing  is  to  have  your  heart  right  with 
God.  Entreat  Him  to  cleanse  and 
purify  that  by  His  Holy  Spirit,  and 
then  all  will  be  well. 


There  is  a  third  loss  which  Old 
Persons  often  have  to  mourn  over, 
and  that  is  the  loss  of  Friends.  One 
after  another  drops  off,  and  they  find 
themselves  left  behind  like  a  soHtary 
tree  in  the  wilderness.  Their  dearest 
children  have  perhaps  been  taken 
from  them ;  and  it  may  be  a  lonely 
widowhood  is  their  portion.  Ah, 
there  is  something  sad  in  all  this 
It  is  sad  indeed  to  see  an  aged  one 
bereft  of  those  who  once  clung  to 
him  with  fond  affection,  and  now  left 
all  alone.  But,  my  dear  friend,  re- 
member this  :  vou  will  never  be  alone 
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if  God  is  your  God.  Christ  is  the 
Friend,  the  Brother,  the  Husband  of 
His  people.  Others  may  forsake 
you ;  but  He  never  will.  You  may 
reckon  on  His  love ;  it  will  not  fail 
you.  He  is  with  you  now,  and  He 
will  never  leave  nor  forsake  you.  If 
you  can  say,  *  The  Lord  is  my  Shep- 
herd;* then  you  may  add,  'There- 
fore I  shall  not  want.' 


Again,  Old  People  often  feel  that 
they  are  only  a  trouble  to  others.  This 
is  a  heavy  trial  to  some.  But  why 
should  it  be  so  ?  It  is  the  will  of 
God  that  in  infancy  and  old  age  we 
should  look  to  others  for  help.  And 
surely  a  son  or  a  daughter  ought  tu 
feel  it  not  only  a  sacred  duty,  but 
also  a  pleasure,  to  supply  the  wants 
of  an  aged  parent.  And  I  am  sure, 
where  the  heart  is  right,  it  will  be  done 
with  real  cheerfulness  and  goodwill. 

D 
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There  is  one  more  trial  which  I  will 
mention ;  I  mean  the  feeling  of  noi 
being  able  to  earn  one*s  own  f'velihood. 
If  a  person  has  honestly  supported 
himself  and  his  Aimily  during  a  long 
life,  he  does  not  like  to  feel  that  he 
must  be  beholden  lo  others  in  his 
latter  days.  Perhaps  this  is  the  case 
with  t/ou.  Perhapr  you  laid  by  a 
pound  or  two  in  the  days  of  your 
strength,  and  looked  forward  to  main- 
taining yourself  in  old  age.  But 
you  lent  your  money  to  a  friend,  and 
he  has  made  off  with  it ;  or  you 
belomred  to  a  club,  and  the  club  is 
broken  up ;  or  you  had  a  long  ill- 
ness, and  all  your  savings  were  spent 
during  that  time ;  and  now  you  are 
forced  to  depend  on  the  kindness  of 
friends,  or  parish  pay. 

Well,  if  such  be  the  case,  you  have 
no  cause  to  blame  yourself,  and  there 
is  no  disgrace  whatever  in  being  now 
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a  pensioner  on  others.  Instead  of 
such  a  feeling  you  may  well  be 
thankful  that  there  are  ways  in  which 
you  can  be  helped  in  the  hour  of 
your  need.  Look  upon  those  who 
assist  you  as  sent  by  your  Heavenly 
Father.  He  it  is  who  graciously 
provide^>  means  for  supplying  your 
necessities.  He  raises  you  up  friends. 
He  puts  it  into  their  hearts  to  help 
you.  He  is  the  great  Fountain  from 
whence  all  your  blessings  flow. 

Receive  then  every  gift  as  from 
God.  Acknowledge  His  hand  in  itj 
and  depend  on  Him  from  day  to  day 
for  all  you  want.  I  believe  that,  if 
we  thus  trust  God,  we  shall  never  be 
disappointed.  We  may  sometimes  be 
driven  hard.  There  may  be  but  a 
little  meal  in  our  barrel,  and  but  ;i 
few  drops  of  od  in  our  cruse ;  but  let 
us  remember  that  word  which  com- 
forted   Abraham    of  old,  'Jehovah- 
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jireh,'  The  Lord  will  provide.  He 
\.ho  feedeth  the  ravens  will  feed  you. 
He  careth  for  His  people,  and  will 
never  let  them  want.  '  I  have  been 
young '  (said  David),  '  and  now  am 
old:  yet  never  saw  I  the  righteous 
forsaken,  nor  his  seed  beori^insr  their 
bread 


I  have  mentioned  some  of  your 
Trials.  And  I  dare  say  there  are  many 
more,  many  which  the  world  knows 
nothing  about,  and  which  none  will 
ever  know  but  yourself.  But  h  \v- 
ever  thick  they  fall  around  you,  and 
however  heavily  they  press  upon  you, 
you  have  only  to  .arry  them  to  God, 
and  He  will  lighten  your  load,  and 
make  it  easy  to  bear.  Here  is  your 
remedy,  and  a  promise  with  it; 
'Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord, 
and  He  will  sustain  thee.'  He  will 
not  only  carry  your  burdens^  but  He 
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will  carry  you.  He  who  has  so  often 
laid  you  as  a  lamb  in  His  bosom, 
will  carry  you  now  that  you  are  old. 
He  will  never  turn  away  from  you. 
but  rejoice  over  you  to  do  you  good. 
He  will  be  w  ith  you  amidst  all  your 
infirmities.  He  will  not  only  brin^r 
you  to  Jordan,  but  will  carry  you 
over  it,  and  ,.'onduct  you  safely  into 
the  Promised  Land. 

And  then  too  remember  that  your 
trials  are  good  for  you  If  we  had 
none,  we  should  be  like  bullocks  un- 
accustomed to  the  yoke ;  we  should 
have  our  own  way  too  much,  and 
never  learn  submission  to  our  Father's 
will.  Our  Lord  suffered,  and  shall 
not  we.'^  It  was  His  daily  portion 
when  on  earth :  let  us  not  wish  to 
escape  it. 

As  it  is,  we  are  tied  and  bound  to 
this  world  far  too  much.  We  love  it 
too  well.     And  how  would  it  be  with 
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US  if  we  met  with  wo  trials  here  ? 
We  should  be  still  less  disposed  than 
we  now  are  to  look  for  another  rest- 
ing place  above. 

Think  toe  how  light  our  trials  are, 
compared  with  the  Saviour's.  His 
was  a  storm  of  suffering ;  ours  but  a 
few  drops.  And  for  how  short  a 
time  do  our  troubles,  even  the  se- 
verest of  them,  last!  They  are  *but 
for  a  moment.'  In  eternity,  how 
small  they  will  seem  to  us,  as  we  look 
back  upon  them  !  In  heaven  we  shall 
thank  God  for  them,  for  we  shall 
then  see  how  needful  they  were 
for  us. 

Cheer  up  then,  my  fellow-Christ- 
ian. Bear  these  trials  of  yours 
patiently,  meekly,  thankfully.  Look 
upon  them  as  the  sick  man  does  upon 
the  remedies  which  are  sent  to  do 
him  good.  Look  upon  them  as  the 
traveller  does  upon  the  rough  rocks 
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which  serve  as  steps  to  bring  him  to 
his  father's  house. 

Turn  your  trials  to  good  account. 
Let  them  not  be  hindrances  to  you^ 
but  helps  oil  your  way  to  heaven 
Ask  God  to  change  them  into  bless- 
ings, and  to  make  them  useful  to  you. 
And  just  as,  A\hen  Noah  was  in  the 
ark,  every  wave  that  swelled  only 
bore  him  up  higher  and  higher  to- 
wards heaven,  so  may  every  trial 
raise  your  soul  above  the  world, 
and  bring  you  nearer  and  nearer  to 
tilod' 


CHAPTER  VI. 


THE  JOYS  OF  OLD  AGE. 


A  HAPPv  old  age!  Is  such  a  thing 
possible  ?  Do  we  ever  meet  with  an 
old,  worn  out  person,  who  is  really 
happy  ?  Is  the  evening  of  life  ever 
bright  and  sunny?  Yes,  such  a  thing 
is  quite  possible;  and  we  now  and 
then  meet  with  it.  Though  tho  body 
is  decayed  by  time,  though  the  limbs 
are  feeble,  and  the  mind  is  somewhat 
weakened  too,  yet  still  there  may  be 
a  calm  joy  within,  a  peace  which 
time  can  never  wear  out. 

Dear  brother  or  sister,  do  you  wish 
to  be  happy  ?  I  know  you  do  ;  for 
every  one  is  a  seeker  after  happiness ; 
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though  many  look  for  it  in  the  wrong 
direction,  and  therefore  never  find  it. 

Shall  I  tell  you  how  and  where  to 
find  happiness  ?  The  fVorld  cannot 
give  it  to  you.  It  holds  out  large 
promises,  but  it  has  no  peace  to  be- 
stow. Friends  cannot  give  it  to  you. 
It  is  a  blessing  to  have  kind  friends, 
and  to  be  surrounded  by  those  who 
love  us ;  but  this  cannot  give  peace 
to  the  conscience.  Money  cannot  give 
it  to  you.  It  is  well  to  have  enough, 
and  something  to  spare.  And  1  dare 
say,  you  often  long  to  be  a  Httle 
richer  than  you  now  are.  But  money 
cannot  drive  away  care.  It  cannot 
bring  joy  to  the  heart. 

What  then  is  it  that  will  make  us 
truly  happy  ?  The  grace  of  God  is 
the  one  great  thing  which  can  bring 
peace  to  the  soul.  Oh,  what  a  happi- 
ness to  know  that  He  is  your  Father 
and  your  Friend !  to  be  able  to  look 
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up  and  feel  that  He  is  yours,  and  you 
are  His — this  is  happiness. 

You  have  sinned,  perhaps  very 
long  and  very  greatly.  Rut  remem- 
ber, *  God  is  love.'  He  is  full  of 
mercy,  and  ready  to  foi'give.  He  has 
sent  His  dear  Son  to  save  you.  And  He 
will  receive  every  penitent  sinner  who 
comes  to  Him  through  Christ,  looking 
to  His  precious  blood  to  save  Him. 

Yes,  dear  friend,  you  may  be  very 
hapi)y,  happier  in  your  old  age  than 
you  have  ever  been  before.  God  can 
give  you  happiness  ;  and  He  ivill  give 
it  you,  if  you  cast  yourself  on  Him, 
and  take  Him  as  you»*  portion. 

Now,  go  to  God  and  ask  Him  to 
show  you  your  sins,  and  to  pardon 
them  all  for  Jesus'  sake.  Oh,  seek 
Him  in  earnest  prayer,  and  never 
rest  till  you  have  found  Him.  Pray 
for  the  Holy  Spirit.  Entreat  Him  to 
come  into  your  dark  soul  and  en- 


THE  JOYS  OF  OLD  AfiK 


59 


lighten  it.  Beseech  Him  to  change 
your  evil  heart,  to  take  away  all  that 
is  wicked  in  it,  and  to  fill  it  with  what 
is  holy  and  trood.  Ask  lliin  to  show 
Christ  to  you,  and  to  e!iable  you  to 
believe  in  Him.  Ask  Him  to  lead 
you  in  that  blessed  path  of  holiness, 
which  He  points  out  for  His  people. 
Then  you  will  be  happy.  Here  is  the 
grand  secret  of  all  peace.  Here  is  rest 
for  the  weary  soul,  and  joy  for  those 
who  have  never  tasted  it  before. 


But  there  are  two  or  three  moie 
hints  I  shouk^  like  to  offer  you. 

Try  and  take  a  bright  view  of  every- 
thing. Look  at  things  on  their  sunny 
side.  Do  not  dwell  much  on  your 
pains  and  aches,  your  troubles  and 
infirmities,  your  trials  and  misfor- 
tunes  They  may  be  very  great ;  but 
they  will  not  grow  lighter  by  always 
harping  upon  them      Rather  love  to 
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dw  11  on  you     im       bit  sings,  and 
your  maif  ;  mtrrie.- 

^  m  vui  sa]  perhaps,  I  cannot 
help  thii  king  ol  my  trcubles.'  Yes, 
but  yoi  rflf//  help  it,  by  makinir  an 
t-ffort  t<  do  so.  A  (lull,  con  ;>lainM'r 
spirit  u:r()\v.,  upon  peoph  soniet 
without  their  knowing  it.  io  iV 
a!Kl  [leel:  it  or  it  will  make  yo  '  -vs 
miserut)le,  u    I  displeashig  to  f     .. 

DeU'j  mine  to  be  conf  t  h  /our 
(■'  N\  atever  it  is.  St.  1  sa^:,,  '  I 
ha  e  1  arnt'  (ah  !  and  he  luund  it  a 
go  .1  lesson  when  he  had  It  arnt  it)  '  I 
have  iearnt  in  whatsoev'  r  ite  1  am, 
therewith  to  be  content  l  thankful 
and  a  contented  spirit  is  a  co  stinual 
feast.  We  ou^ht  to  be  contented  and 
we  shall  i)e  contented,  if  we  are  in  the 
habit  of  seeing  G(=d  i  i  evervthin<j-. 
and  livinir  upon  lli:i\  hiy  hv  day. 
Oh  for  a  spirii^  ul    rue  thankfuh'ess! 
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Oh,  for  I  h»^art  to  prain 

A  heart  from  ^ill  set  i     i. 
A  heart  thu*  'e  m  linklen    vith  the  bhpf\ 

^     freolj  bheu  ti.r  me  1 

Jaiif   b      u  was  a  woman  of  about 
«ixty-  Shf   was  well  off  in  the 

world,  havinu  a  little  money  of  her 
own.  I  jver  went  to  see  her,  that 
she  did  not  find  something:  to  com- 
plain  of.  Either  her  head  ached ;  or 
her  knee  troubled  her ;  or  somebody 
had  been  speaking  against  her ;  or 
the  weather  was  too  hot  or  too  cold. 
You  could  at  once  see  that .  he  had  not 
found  out  the-  '*  -s- 

She  w^as  a  co' 
and  a  weari 

Widow   ^'' 
She  was  sup 
and  partly  b^ 
cottage  was  as 
Down's,  thou<jrh 


1 1 


ish 

-an     \d  tic 
s'     had  not 


many  thin«,'s  in  it      She  was  » 


**r 

le 
as 
to 
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welcome  you  with  a  smile,  if  you 
went  to  see  her.  She  was  sure  to  say 
something  pleasant ;  and  you  felt 
afterwards  that  it  did  you  good  to 
pay  her  a  visit.  She  had  not  much 
of  this  world  s  good ;  but  she  pos- 
sessed Christ.  She  loved  her  Saviour, 
and  it  was  her  greatest  joy  to  speak 
of  His  goodness.  There  was  a  calm 
peace  in  that  poor  widow's  heart, 
which  nothing  could  rob  her  of. 
Having  Christ,  she  had  all. 

What  made  the  difference  betAveen 
these  two  old  people  "^  What  made 
the  one  contented  and  happy,  while 
the  other  was  sour,  and  discontented, 
and  miserable.'*  It  was  sjrace  that 
made  them  to  differ.  The  one  was 
under  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit :  the  ot^er  was  destitute  of 
His  indwellin  power.  The  one 
knew  Christ  a=  i  loved  Him ;  to  the 
other  He  was  a  stranger. 
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Try  and  live  above  the  world.  A 
ship  that  is  *  homeward  bound '  cares 
little  for  the  winds  and  waves,  so  that 
it  sails  on  speedily  towards  the  desired 
harbour.  Heaven  is  the  peaceful 
Harbour  you  wish  to  reach.  Why 
then  think  so  much  about  the  storms 
and  tempests,  which  buffet  you  on 
your  way  ?  They  will  soon  be  over 
Face  them  manfull\.  Take  tluni 
patiently.  Bear  them  meekly.  Keep 
your  eye  ever  fixed  on  Christ  and 
Eternity.  And  then  thi*  evils  of  this 
present  world  will  not  greatly  trouble 
vou. 


Oh  that  Christ  mav  dve  you,  dear 
reader.  His  own  peace — that  peace 
which  He  promised  to  His  people, 
when  He  said,  '  Peace  I  leave  with 
you  :  My  i)eace  I  give  unto  you : 
not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unt 
you!' 


(> 
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Possibly  you  may  have  met  vith  a 
very  nice  tract,  called  *  The  Shepherd 
of  Salisbury  Plain.'  This  Shepherd 
was  a  plain,  simple  man,  v^rith  scarcely 
any  learning.  But  there  was  one  sort 
of  knowledge,  of  which  he  had  a 
great  deal.  And  there  was  one  kind 
fi  happiness  which  he  enjoyed  more 
than  most  men.  He  was  one  who 
feared  and  loved  God,  and  the  Holy 
Scriptures  were  his  delight.  He  read 
them  daily,  and  his  soul  was  greatly 
refreshed  and  comforted  by  them 
They  w^ere  *  more  to  him  than  his 
necessary  food.' 
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Some  were  astonished  at  his  know- 
ledge. T\\^^  wondered  how  one  who 
had  had  so  little  learninor  could  .now 
so  much.  Where  did  it  come  from  ? 
How  was  rr,  that  he,  a  poor  unlettered 
man.  had  so  much  wisdom  ?  He 
o^leaaed  it  all  from  the  Word  of  God. 
That  Word  was  brought  home  to  his 
heart  by  the  Holy  Spn-it,  and  it 
taught  him  much. 

And  what  has  the  Word  of  God 
done  for  you  ?  Has  it  brougiit  life 
and  comfort  to  your  soul  ?  \  ou  have 
a  Bible,  I  dare  sav,  and  ofttn  read  it. 
But  do  you  ^>(/oy  it  ?  Is  it  precious 
to  your  soul  ?  Had  you  ratlu  r  give 
up  every  other  book,  than  give  up 
your  liible  .^  Is  it  your  constant 
companion  ?  Do  you  feel,  as  you 
read  it,  that  it  is  as  if  God  was 
speaking  by  it  to  your  soul  .^ 

Two  persons  may  read  their  Bibles 
very   differently.     One  may  rend  a 
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chapter  or  two  eveiy  day,  as  resru- 
larly  as  the  clock  strikes.  He  may 
get  through  a  vast  deal  of  Scriptuie 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  Sacred 
Volume  may  often  be  seen  in  his  hand. 
And  yet  he  may  be  none  the  better 
for  his  reading.  His  mind  may  be 
as  dark  as  ever,  and  his  hopes  of 
heaven  as  dim  ^ind  cloudy.  With  all 
his  reading  he  may  never  receive 
God's  truth  into  his  soul.  He  may 
never  know  Christ  as  his  Saviour. 

Another  may  study  the  Bible  with 
far  greater  profit.  He  may  not  be 
a  learned  man,  or  have  had  much 
schooling.  He  may  find  a  diflficultv 
in  making  out  some  of  the  hard  words 
he  meets  with.  But  he  is  an  humble 
man ;  and  so  he  looks  up  to  God  for 
[lis  teaching.  He  never  opens  the 
Holy  Volume  without  breathing  a 
prayer — a  secret,  silent  prayer,  it  may 
be,  within  his  own  heart — a  prayer 
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that  the  Holy  Sph'it  may  open  his 
eyes,  and  help  him  to  understand  and 
feel  the  truths  he  reads.  Thus  the 
Word  falls  like  seed  upon  the  oi)en 
furrow.  It  does  not  remain  on  the 
surface,  but  sinks  down  into  his  very 
soul.  It  takes  root  there.  It  in- 
structs him  It  hnngs  joy  and  })eace 
to  his  heait.  It  makes  him  'wise 
unto  salvation.' 

Let  the  Bible  be  your  constant 
study.  It  is  God's  Word :  and  it  is 
therefore  the  best  oi'  books.  It  tells 
vou  the  wiiy  to  be  saved  ;  therefor"  it 
is  most  precious.  It  speaks  to  you 
of  your  Saviour  and  your  home  :  iuul 
rherefor!'  it  should  be  most  >-weet  to 
you. 

I  would  recommend  you  to  «rv4  a 
ji:o()d  large  Bible  with  a  (!lear  print 
And  when  you  have  got  it  lay  irreat 
store  by  it.     Do  not  put  it  by  on  the 
«hrlf,  and  be  afi'aid  to  use  it   for  feai 
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of  its  getting  soiled.  But  read  it 
very  often,  so  that  you  may  become 
well  acquainted  with  its  blessed 
truths.  And  a  happy  thing  it  is,  if 
you  can  say  with  one  of  old,  'Thy 
word  is  sweet  to  my  taste;  it  is 
sweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth.' 

I  dare  say  you  will  find,  in  the 
course  of  your  reading,  much  that 
you  do  not  understand.  Do  not  let 
this  trouble  you.  There  are  many 
passages  in  God's  Word,  which  even 
the  most  learned  find  it  difficult  to 
explain.  God's  thoughts  are  higher 
than  our  thoughts,  and  His  ways 
higher  than  our  ways:  so  it  is  no 
wonder  that  we  cannot  understand 
them. 

I  have  heard  of  an  aged  Christian 
who  was  once  asked,  *  How  is  it 
that  you  have  so  good  a  knowledge 
of  your  Bible  .^'  '  Why,  this,'  she  said, 
*  is  the  plan  I  always  go  upon — when 
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I  come  to  d  hard  verse  or  a  difficult 
word,  I  do  not  dwell  much  upon  it ; 
but  I  put  a  slip  of  paper  in  the  page, 
and  then  read  on.  And  presently  I 
come  to  some  passage  which  explahis 
the  one  I  could  not  understand.  Thus 
I  am  able  to  take  out  one  marker  af^er 
anotr  er.  And  the  consequence  is 
there  are  but  few  places  which  cause 
me  much  difficulty/ 

Try  this  plan,  and  I  think  you  will 
find  it  answer.  There  must  be  diffi- 
culties in  God's  Word ;  but  Scripture 
will  often  explain  Scripture.  And, 
after  all,  ought  we  not  to  be  very 
thankful  that  there  is  so  much  that 
we  can  understand,  so  much  that  we 
can  receive  for  the  life  and  nourish- 
ment of  our  souls  "^ 

One  thing  is  very  necessary,  and 
that  is,  to  read  the  Bible  with  prayer. 
Our  minds  are  dark  and  ignorant,  and 
we  want  enlightening.    Now,  even  if 
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we  hud  a  friend  always  at  our  elbow, 
»'tady  to  explain  to  us  every  passai^^e, 
we  should  still  want  soniethin<r  more. 
For  man  cannot  make  the  blind  eye 
to  see.  This  is  Cod's  work.  He  who 
commanded  the  liii^ht  to  shine  out  of 
darkness — He  who  said.  '  Let  there 
be  liirht,  and  there  was  liiirht' — He 
must  ^liine  into  our  hearts. 

Then,  ask  for  His  cnliiJ^hteniiii^ 
*i:race.     Prav  eaniestlv  that  the  Holy 

•  •  • 

Spirit  may  come  and  dwell  within 
you.  He  is  the  teacher  that  we 
want;  for  '  who  teacheth  like  Him.^' 

Whenever  you  open  the  Bible, 
remember  to  ask  God  to  open  your 
heart.  Put  up  some  such  short  and 
simple  prayer  as  this  ;  *  O  Lord,  I 
am  blind  and  ignorant ;  do  Thou 
enhghten  me.  Teach  me  by  Thy  Holy 
Spirit;  and  grant  that  Thy  Word  may 
do  my  soul  good,  for  Christ's  sake.' 

There  are  tew  prayers  more  fitting 
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for  ihis  purpose,  than  that  .short  but 
beautiful  Collect  which  ^^e  have  in 
our  Prayer-books.     Let  us  see  that 
we  understaud  it.     '  Blessed  Lord, 
who  hast  caused  all  Holy  Scriptures 
ro  be  written  for  our  learninj^'— here 
we  acknowledge  that  the  Scriptures 
are  God's  ll^ord  which  He  has  made 
men  to  write  expressly  for  our  in- 
struction.    'Grant  that   we  may   in 
such   wise   hear  them,    read,  mark, 
learn,  and  inwardly  digest  them'  — 
here  is  a  prayer   that  we   may   not 
only  read  the  words  with  our  eyes, 
..ut  that  we  may  dweli  upon  them  ;  and 
gather  from  them   somethiny  for  our 
good ;  and  turn  them  over  and  over  in 
our  minds,  just  as  animals  chew  the 
food  they  eat,  in  order  to  digest  it. 
'That  by    patience  and  comfort  of 
niy  holy  Word,  we  may  enil)r;ice,and 
ever  hold  fast,  the  blessed  hope  of 
everlasting  hfe,whichl1mu  ha>t  iiiven 
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US  in  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.'  This 
is  the  j^reat  object  of  reading  God's 
Word — that  we  may  get  comfort 
from  it,  and  be  enabled  to  lay  fast 
hold  of  that  everlasting  life  which 
Christ  has  purchased  for  us. 

You  see  there  is  a  great  deal  in 
this  Prayer,  and  it  is  very  suitable 
to  our  wants.  But  it  matters  not 
whether  you  use  the  Collect  J.  have 
mentioned,  or  any  other  suitable 
words,  so  that  you  earnestly  pray 
for  God's  teaching  and  blessing. 

Only  read  the  Bible  in  a  prayerful, 
humble,  childlike  spirit,  and  I  am 
sure  you  will  not  read  it  in  vain. 
You  will  find  there  a  treasure,  which 
will  enrich  and  coj  fort  your  soul 
day  by  day. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  Bible 
was  a  scarce  and  dear  book,  so  that 
few  could  possess  it.  Now,  thank 
God,  it   can    be   purchased   by  the 
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poorest  person,  and  we  may  each  of 
us  have  a  copy  of  it  which  we  can 
call  our  own.  May  we  prize  it  as 
our  dearest  possession,  and  be  very 
thankful  to  God  for  giving  us  so  rich 


a  gift ! 


Holy  BiMe:   Book  Divine  1 
I    jcious  treasure,  tliou  art  iiiinoi 
Mine,  to  till  iiie  wln'iue  1  ••ame  ; 
Mine,  tu  teach  me  wliat  I  am  ; 

Mine,  to  chide  me  when  1  mvo  ; 
Mine,  to  show  a  Saviour's  love; 
Mine  art  thou  to  t,nii(li  my  feet  ■ 
Mine,  to  judge,  condemn,  acquit ; 

Mine,  to  comfort  in  tlistress, 
U  the  Holy  Spirit  bless  ; 
Mine,  to  show  liy  living  faith, 
Man  can  triumph  over  death  ; 

Mine  to  tell  of  joys  to  come, 
And  the  rebel  sinner's  doom. 
O  thou  preeious  book  divine  I 
Precious  treasure,  thou  ai  1  mine .' 


CHAT ''^:v  in. 

THi:  Ac;i:i)  cnKit-'i  a  m  in  the  house 

OF    =';;^ 

Thk  House  of  (Jod  has  special  charnih 
for  the  Christian  in  his  Old  Age. 
There  is  a  calm,  quiet,  soul-refreshing 
atmosphere  there,  which  is  peculiarly 
sweet  to  one  who  longs  for  rest.  You 
can  leuve  the  noise  and  turmoil  of 
the  world,  with  all  its  vanities  and 
sins,  and  there  meet  your  God,  and 
hold  sweet  intercourse  with  Him. 

The  Lord  i^  everywhere.  He  is 
*  about  our  path,  and  about  our  bed.' 
Bat  He  is  specially  with  ue  in  His 
own  lIuusL'.    There  we  feel  His  near- 
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ness,  and  we  are  sonietimts  ready  to 
exclaim,    as    Jacob    did    at    Hethel, 
'  Surely  the  Lord  is   in  tiiis  place  ; 
ihis  is  none  other  but  the  house  of 
God,  and  this  is  thi  gate  of  heaven.' 
Good   old    Eli   loved   the    LordV 
House.     Maiiy  a  happy  and  blessed 
hour  he  spent  in  those  sacred  courts. 
IJavid  too  rejoiced  to  l)e  tliere  ;   '  A 
(lay   in  thy  courts   is   better  than  a 
thousand  (spent  elsewhere).      I  hud 
rather  be  a  dojrkeeper  in  the  house 
of  my  God  than  dweil  in  the  tents 
of  wickedness.'     Si/wm/ enjoyed  his 
visits  to  the  Temple.     There  it  was 
that    le  saw  the  Saviour,  whom  he  so 
irrea'iv  iu'^ed  to  behold.     And  this 
made  Um  quite  willing  to  die  ;  '  Lord, 
now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart 
in  peace,  according  to  thy  word ;  for 
mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation.' 
We  read  also  in  the  Gospels  of  one 
Jtuia,   who    was   of  a    '  <rreat   aire/ 
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'  a  widow  of  about  fourscore  years, 
which  depart  .'d  not  from  the  temple, 
but  served  God  with  fastino:s  and 
prayers  night  and  day.*  The  House 
of  God  was  her  delight.  It  seemed 
like  a  little  heaven  below.  The  voice 
of  prayer  and  praise  was  music  in 
her  ears. 

Well,  dear  Brother  or  Sister,  1 
hope  yon  can  say  of  the  courts  of  the 
Lord,  '  I  love  to  be  there.  There  I 
have  spent  my  happiest  moments. 
There  I  have  found  a  peace,  which 
the  world  can  never  rob  me  of  There 
I  have  often  had  my  heart  warmed 
with  love  to  Christ  and  to  His  people. 
There  I  have  oftentimes  gone  with  a 
heavy  burden ;  but  I  have  left  it  be- 
hind me,  and  come  aw^ay  lightened.* 


Dear  is  to  me  the  Sabbath  morn, 
Tlie  village  bells,  the  pastor's  voice  , 
These  oft  havi  found  my  heart  forlorn, 
And  thew  h^ve  bid  my  heart  rejoice. 
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And  dear  to  me  the  wiiigtd  lionr, 
8{)ent  in  Thy  hallowed  courts,  O  Lord  ; 
To  feci  devotion's  soothing  power, 
And  catch  the  manna  of  Tliy  Word 

And  dear  to  me  the  loud  Amen, 
Which  echoes  through  tlu*  hlcst  al»otle, 
Which  swells,  and  sinks,  and  swells  again, 
Dies  on  the  walls,  but  lives  to  God 

Oh,  when  the  world,  with  iron  hand. 
Would  Itind  me  in  its  six  days'  chain, 
Thus  burst,  O  I^ord,  the  strong  niun's  band, 
And  let  my  spirit  loose  again. 

But  it  is  not  every  kind  of  church- 
going  that  does  us  good.  Many  a 
young  person,  and  many  an  old  one 
too,  goes  there  without  getting  much 
profit.  Let  mc  offer  you  then  a  few 
friendly  directions. 

1.  Always  go  to  God's  House  ex- 
pert i))(/  a  hlosstny.  Look  out  for  it,  and 
-peeially  ask  for  it.  Go  ni  a  devout 
spirit.  Before  you  leave  your  home, 
kneel  down   for  a  moment  or  two 
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iiud  beg  of  till'  Lord  to  prepare  your 
heart  by  His  Holy  Spirit,  and  enable 
you  to  worship  Him  as  you  ought. 

2.  When  there,  enter  with  all  your 
heart  into  the  service.  During  the 
Prayers,  join  earnestly  with  your 
fellow-worshippers.  It  is  not  enough 
to  sit  quietly  whilst  your  Minister 
sends  up  his  petitions  to  heaven  ;  but 
praij  the  Prayers  yourself.  Yes,  pray 
them  with  all  your  soul. 

'^.  Whvn  the  /.essons  are  read  out 
of  God's  ^V()r{l,  listen  with  your  whole 
attention.  It  may  be  yon  have  often 
heard  those  ehapt<'i's  brfore,  or  read 
them  yourself;  l)ut  Ihey  eontain 
precious  truths,  whitii  are  always 
new  to  the  hearing  ear  and  the  un- 
lerstanding  heart 

4.  During  the  Sermon,  be  an  hum- 
!)le  listeiuM".  ^  on  should  be  as  a  little 
child,  feeling  that  your  knowledge  is 
hilt  ^!nall,  and  that  ',«)U  have  much  to 
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It^ani  You  should  he  like  a  huiii^rv 
man  who  comes  to  he  fed,  s^ekhiii  to 
i£et  your  soul  nourished  h)  the  hread 
of  hfe.  You  should  he  like  the  thirsty 
soil,  which  waits  to  drink  in  thefullin<; 
shower.  If  we  all  heard  in  this  way, 
who  can  tell  what  hlessings  would 
How  from  every  service,  and  how 
many  would  come  away  from  this  or- 
dinance of  God  tilled  and  refreshed  ? 

Perhaps  you  are  <rrowinii-  (haf,  and 
can  only  pick  up  a  j^art  of  what  is 
said  hy  the  Preacher.  l\  rhai)s  too 
vour  memory  fails  \ou,  whrn  you  tj  y 
to  (gather  up  what  you  have  heard. 
Still,  you  can  earrv  away  ^(unf'th'nni  ; 
and  you  will  he  thankful  for  that 
somethin<r,  if  you  feel  that  it  is  a  part 
of  God's  own  message. 

5.  Another  direction  I  will  give 
you.  Wtien  vou  crjisie  home  from 
church,  do  not  foriret  the  sers'ice  m 
which     y(iU     have     been     enjrairini: 
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Converse  about  it,  if  you  have  aii 
opportunity.  Get  out  your  Bible, 
and  tind  the  Text ;  and  then  talk  over 
any  part  of  the  sermon  which  you 
can  remember.  This  is  the  way 
to  refresh  your  memory,  and  to 
lay  up  a  store  of  spiritual  know- 
ledge. 

6.  When  the  Holy  Coma  union  is 
administered,  do  not  fail  to  receive  it. 
Be  thankful  when  your  ('ommunion 
Sundays  come  round,  and  rejoice  in 
the  opportunity  of  feedinii^  on  the 
l)ody  and  blood  of  Christ. 

Some  i)ld  Persons  '  take  the  Sa- 
crament,' as  they  call  it,  .4S  a  mere 
matter  of  form.  They  come  to  the 
Lord's  Table  because  there  is  some- 
thing respectable  in  doing  so,  or  be- 
cause their  Minister  exjiects  to  sec 
them  there.  But  if  tlu  )  only  conic 
for  this  reason,  it  is  to  them  but  a 
poor,  cold,  dry,  uinneaning  sei vict  . 
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and,  inctead  of  pleasing   God,  they 
only  offend  Him. 

Hut  I  trust  that  you,  my  dear 
friend,  are  not  one  of  these  formal 
Communicants.  I  trust  that  you  come 
to  this  blessed  ordinance  under  a  deep 
feeling  of  your  own  sinfulness  and 
umvorthiness,and  desire  to  draw  near 
to  Christ  with  humble  and  living  faith. 
You  come, not  because  you  are  worthy 
to  come,  but  because  you  feel  your 
need  of  strength  and  grace.  You  come 
to  Jesus  to  be  pardoned  and  healed, 
and  to  receive  fresh  life  from  ilim. 


1  have  said  that  David,  and 
Simeon,  and  Eh,  and  Anna,  loved 
God's  Mouse,  l^ut  you  have  reason 
to  love  it  even  more  than  they  did. 
For  they  lived  only  in  Jewish  days. 
The  light  was  l)ut  very  dim  then. 
\\w\  now  it  shines  brightly  and 
(•learly  upon   us      Christ   is    coniu, 
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iuul   lie  is  plainly  set  before  us  as 
'  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.' 

Then  love  the  House  of  God.  Go 
there  as  often  as  the  bells  of  the 
sanctuary  call  you.  And  renicniber 
your  Saviour's  gracious  promise; 
'Where  two  or  three  arc  «i;atherc'd 
together  in  m\  name,  there  am  1  in 
the  midst  of  them.' 

May  your  Sabbaths  be  more  and 
more  happy,  as  you  draw  nearer  to 
that  endless  Sabbath  which  you  hope 
to  si)cnd  above !  May  your  love  for 
God's  l)ay,f()r  God's  House,  for  God's 
Word,  and  God's  i)cople,  be  ever  in- 
creasing, till  you  are  called  away  to 
join  the  '  one  fannly  in  heaven,'  and 
sit  down  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob,  in  the  kiniidom  of  God  I 


Tliinc  eartlily  Sabbaths,  L-ml,  I  love. 
Bnt  ItuTf's  a  noWtT  rest  above. 
(Mj  Umt  1  uiiKbt  lliat  '-.st  attnin, 
Kroiii  sin.  fn-ii^  soirow,  ainl  fr«  ;ii  ;..•.:;' 
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TTIF  AOED  CTIinSTIAN  IN  HIS  CLOSET 


There  arc  times  when  we  need  to 
be  alone  with  God.  There  are  times 
when  the  Christian  wants  to  get 
away  from  others,  and  draw  near  to 
his  Heavenly  Father.  Our  Lord 
knew  that  this  was  needful  for  the 
well-heinir  of  our  souls;  and  therefore 
He  said,  *  Thou,  when  thou  prayest, 
enter  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou 
hast  shift  thy  door,  \)n\y  to  thy  Father 
which  is  in  secret.'  Jesus,  you  see,  is 
here  speakinu:  of  Private  Prayer,  when 
no  one  is  present  with  us  but  God 
Himself. 

Think  hotv  great  your  need  is,  both 
as  rea^ards  your  body  and  your  soul. 
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Have  you  not  need  of  God's  protect- 
ing care  to  keep  you  alive  from  day 
to  day  ?  Have  you  not  need  of  His 
guiding  hand  to  direct  you  in  your 
path?  Have  you  not  need  of  His 
grace  to  keep  you  from  falling  into 
sin,  and  to  strengthen  your  faith? 
Have  you  no  bad  habits  to  get  rid  of, 
and  no  bad  tempers  to  subdue?  Are 
ther"  no  friends,  or  neighbours,  for 
whom  you  should  intercede  ?  Is  there 
no  work  of  Christ  going  on  in  the 
world,  f)r  which  yo a  should  pray? 
Surely  these  are  mai.crs  which  it  is 
very  importunt  for  you  to  bring  be- 
fore God. 

Tnink  too  how  yreat  are  your  sins. 
There  are  sins,  committed  long  ago  in 
the  days  of  your  youth,  for  which 
you  need  pardon.  And  there  are 
later  sins,  newly  committod  per- 
haps, which  lie  heavy  en  your  con- 
Bciencc;   these  too  must  be  forgiven, 
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or  you  cannot  be  happy.  Oh,  how 
many  t'tfifs  there  are  which  we  have 
left  uufln^v  ,  hovY  many  that  we  have 
done  vr  i^ly,  how  many  little  sins, 
which  we  scarcely  notice  at  the  time, 
— how  many  secret  sins,  which  the 
world  knows  nothing;  of!  We  must 
carry  all  these  to  the  Cross,  and  en- 
treat Christ  to  wash  them  away  iu 
His  own  blood. 

Think    a^^ahi   how  great  are  your 
mercies.     You  have  cause   t(;  thank 
your   Hfuvcnly    Father   for  ?ll    His 
past  iioodness  to  you,  and  for  all  His 
presert  ^rifts.      Oh,  how  great   they 
art,  and  how  liitle  yuu  have  deserved 
them!     Why  ha^.  Ho  spared  you  so 
lon«z:?     Wlw  are  ynu  yet  alive,  when 
so  many  have  been  cut  oif  ?     Has  He 
not  fed  you,  and  clotheil  you,  all  your 
Hfe  lon^?     Has    He   not    preserved 
you    from    ten    thousand    dangers? 
Has  He  not  shielded  you  in  the  hour 
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of  temptation?  Has  He  not  kept 
you  from  sin,  when  others  have 
fallen  into  it? 

A  Clergyman  was  once  visiting  an 
Hospital.  And  as  he  went  from  bed 
to  bed  in  the  different  wards,  he  came 
to  an  old  man,  who  was  apparently 
suffering  much  pain.  He  began  to 
express  his  pity  for  this  poorsuff'erer. 
*  Is  there  anything,  my  friend,  that 
y(m  want?'  he  asked.  'No,'  re- 
plied the  old  man;  'I  have  many 
mercies  and  blessings  in  this  place. 
I  want  but  one  thing.'  '  And  what 
is  that?'  asked  the  clergyman.  '  I 
want/    said   he,    *a   more   thankful 

heart.' 

Yes,  we  have  all  of  us  great  needs, 
great  sins,  and  great  mercies.  And 
this  should  brir.g  us  on  oui  knees, 
and  stir  us  up  to  prayer 

But,  my  dcjir  friend,  do  vou  know 
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what  Prayer,  real  Prayer,  is  ?     It  is 
not  the  mere  utterance  of  words.    It 
is  not  the  mere  moving  of  the  lips.    It 
is  not  the  mere  repeatin«i  of  a  strin«5 
of  sentences,  which  we  have  hnirnt 
by  heart.     No,  this  is   not  Prayer. 
Prayer  is  drawin*^  near  to  our  gra- 
cious  Father,  telUnir  Him  all  about 
our  soul,  beggim;  of  lliui  to  pardon 
all  our  sins,  asking  Him  to  uive  us  all 
wp  need,  and  thanking  Uhu  for  His 
daily  mercies,     Pra\  er  is  speaking  to 
God,  though  we  rai.uot  see  Ilim. 

You  need  not  offer  up  hn(/  prayers. 
God  does  not  judge  them  '.y   their 
length;  l»ui  He  looks  to  our  earnest- 
ness.    You  need  not  offer  up  karnerl 
prayers.     The  sighing  of  a  eontriti 
heart,  and  tlie  words  of  a  soul  that 
feels,  are  enough  for  Him.      Perhaps 
you  .=  iiy  lind  it  best  to  speak  to  (iod 
in  your  own  words,  or  pe!-hai)S  yon 
had  rather  use  sonu-  written  ])rayer 
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It  matters  little  which,  so  that  your 
prayer  comes  from  the  heart. 

Let  me  now  say  a  word  as  to  when 
you  should  offer  up  prayer.  Cer- 
taiuly  morning  and  evening  are  the 
natural  times  for  such  a  service.  I 
dare  say  you  have  always  been  accus- 
tomed to  say  your  prayers  then.  We 
should  begin  and  end  the  day  upon 
our  knees.  We  should  do  nothing  in 
the  morning  before  we  have  solemnly 
put  ourselves  under  God's  care ;  and 
in  the  evening  one  of  our  last  acts 
should  be  to  visit  the  throne  of  grace 
before  we  lie  down  to  rest.  Yes, 
these  are  the  two  best  and  properest 
seasons  for  regular  prayer. 

But,  dear  friend,  if  you  know  the 
value  of  prayer,  you  will  not  be  con- 
tent with  your  morning  and  evening 
devotions.  Twelve  or  fourteen  hours 
are  a  long  while  to  go  without  speak- 
ing  to    your    heavenly    Friend.       I 
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would  recommend  you  to  have  a  little 
time  for  prayer  in  the  middle  of  the 
day.  Get  a  quiet  five  or  ten  minutes, 
if  you  can  at  noon.  This  was  David's 
custom  and  Draiel's;  and  it  is  the 
custom  of  most  of  God's  people.  I 
strongly  advise  you  to  try  it,  if  you 
have  not  already  done  so.  When  you 
come  to  die,  you  will  not  feel  that  you 
have  prayed  too  much  or  too  often. 
Your  sorrow  will  then  be,  that 
although  God  was  always  ready  to 
hear  you,  you  were  so  backward  in 
drawing  near  to  Him. 

But  does  not  St.  Paul  say,  *  Pray 
without  ceasing  ? '  This,  at  first  sight, 
seems  to  be  a  very  hard  direction  to 
follow.  To  be  always  Prayhig !  To 
be  ever  on  our  knees !  To  be  at  the 
throne  J  grace  all  the  day  long! 
This  IS  more  than  the  holiest  men, 
even  Paul  himself,  could  do.  What 
he  means,  I  think,  is,  that  we  should 
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be  always  in  a  praying  frame,  that 
we  should  be  ready  to  go  to  Him  on 
all  occasions,  and  that  there  should 
be  a  constant  intercourse  between  us 
and  our  God. 

Try  then  and  act  on   St     Paul's 
advice.      Besides  praying  at  stated 
times,  get  into  the  way  of  putting 
up  a  word  or  two  to  God  oftentimes 
during  the  day.     When  you  are  sit- 
ting in  your  chair,  you  can  lift  up 
your  heart  to  God.     When  you  are 
walking  along  the  street,  you   can 
breathe  out  a  secret  petition  to  your 
gracious  Father.     Though  you  may 
say  nothing  aloud,  your  inward  soul 
may  pray.     No  one  may  be  listening 
to  you;    but  God,  who  heareth  ii\ 
secret,  hearkens  to  your  request. 

For  instance,  if  you  are  going  to  do 
anything  forwhich  you  want  strength 
given  you,  put  up  some  such  words  as 
these,  '  Lord  help  me.'     If  a  feeUng 
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of  your  sinfulness  comes  across  you, 
you  may  breathe  a  secret  prayer, 
saying, '  Lord,  save  me/  Or  if  you 
want  to  have  your  Saviour  near  you, 
you  may  dart  up  some  such  short 
request  as  this,  *0  Lord,  be  with 
me;'  *  Jesus,  make  me  to  feel  Thy 
presence.' 

My  dear  Reader,  if  you  wish  to  live 
a  heavenly  Ufe,  this  habit  will  be  a 
great  help  to  you.  It  will  keep  you 
close  to  God,  and  will  bring  down 
His  grace  upon  you.  If  you  are  a 
true  Christian,  you  will  love  prayer ; 
and  more  especially  now  that  your 
praying  time  will  soon  be  over. 

You  hope  to  spend  eternity  with 
God  ;  oh  then  seek  to  know  Him  and 
to  love  Him  now.  Let  Him  be  no 
Stranger  to  you,  but  your  daily  and 
hourly  Companion.  If  you  had  a 
friend  near  you  whom  you  specially 
loved,  should  you  not  wish  often  to 
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look  upon  him  ?  Should  you  not  feel 
that  those  moments  were  the  happiest 
which  you  spent  in  his  presence,  and 
when  he  was  by  your  side  ?  Should 
you  not  be  often  speaking  to  him? 
I  am  sure  you  would.  Then  act  the 
same  with  Him  who  is  better  than 
all  earthly  friends,  in  whose  favour  is 
life,  and  whose  presence  is  fulness 
of  joy. 

If  you  wish  to  be  much  blest, 
pray.  If  you  wish  to  have  a  foretaste 
of  heaven  even  while  on  earth,  pray. 
If  you  wish  to  know,  and  to  love,  and 
to  possess  Christ,  be  much  in  prayer 
If  you  wish  to  tread  safely  the  path 
of  life,  and  to  go  on  your  way  re- 
joicing;, pray,  '  Pray  without  ceas- 
ing.' '  In  all  things  by  prayer  and 
supplication,  with  thanksgiving,  let 
your  requests  be  made  known  unto 
God.* 
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THE  AGED  CHRISTIAN  READY  FOB 
HIS  DEPARTURE 

One  would  think  that  the  longer  a 
person  lived,  the  more  willing  he 
would  be  to  leave  his  present  abode. 
But  this  is  not  always  the  case. 

Sometimes,  alas  !  we  sec  very  aged 
persons  clinging  to  life  more  tightly 
even  than  the  young.     We  see  them 
close  upon  the  grave's  mouth,  and  yet 
loving  the  riches,  the  pleasures,  the 
trifles  of  this  world,  with  all   their 
affections      Oh,  this  is  a  sad  sight. 
It  is  sad  to  see  a  poor  dying  creature 
entering  upon  an  awful  eternity,  with 
u  heart  glued  to  the  world  which  he 
is  leaving,  and  full  of  its  concerns ! 
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When  this  is  the  case,  God  often 
in  mercy  sends  us  some  affliction. 
He  withers  our  jijourds  which  have 
grow^  up  around  us.  that  He  may 
lead  us  to  seek  a  tiuer  and  a  safer 
slielter.  He  sees  that  we  arc  too  tbiul 
of  these  clay  cottages  of  ours  ;  so  lie 
makes  the  walls  to  crumble,  that  we 
may  be  content  to  leave  them  at  His 
call. 

Look  at  your  growing  infirmities, 
dear  Reader,  as  so  many  mercies. 
Let  them  serve  to  remind  you  that 
you  will  not  be  here  always,  and  that 
*this  is  not  your  rest.'  Let  them 
make  you  long  for  that  happier  land, 
where  there  shall  be  no  more  old  asre, 
where  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  be 
unknown,  and  where  *the  inha- 
bitant shall  not  say,  I  am  sick.*  Oh, 
it  is  well  for  us  that  all  is  not  health, 
and  strength,  and  sunshine  here ;  else 
we  should  be  even  fonder  than  we  are 
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of  our  present  home.  I  do  not  ask 
you  to  take  a  gloomy  view  of  this 
world,  and  to  be  full  of  anxiety  to 
quit  it.  I  do  not  wish  you  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  dungeon,  from  which 
you  are  impatiently  longing  to  escape 
No,  whilst  we  are  here,  we  should 

3   the   world'    thankfully.       We 
,nould    look   upon    it,   not   as   our 
lasting  home,  but  as  our  appointed 
dwelling-place  for  awhile.    Well  is  it, 
if  we  are  contented  and  happy  here, 
and  at  the  same  time  ever  ready  for 
our   departure.      Well  indeed  is  it, 
if  we  can  say  with  St.  Paul,  as  this 
world  closes  in  upon  us,  '  I  am  now 
ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of 
my  departure  is   at  hand.     I    have 
fought  a  wood  fight,  I  hare  finished 
my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith :  and 
now  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crov  n 
of  riofhteousness.' 

Sit  as  loose  then  as  you  can  to  this 
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world,  and  be  always  in  a  state  of 
readiness  to  quit  it.  Arrange  all 
your  worldly  concerns.  The  more 
cares  you  have  upon  your  hands,  the 
more  will  your  dying  thoughts  be 
disturbed,  and  your  last  work  inter- 
rupted. Our  deathbed  moments  are 
solemn  ones ;  and  therefore  it  is  very 
desirable  to  have  nothing  then  to  do 
but  to  die. 

Above  all,  let  not  the  work  of  sal- 
vation be  left  undone.  Every  funeral 
you  s^d  or  hear  of,  every  pain  and 
infirmity  you  feel,  seems  to  say  to 
you,  as  Isaiah  said  to  Hezekiah,  *  Set 
thy  house  in  order.*  It  is  a  poor 
thing  to  leave  to  the  last  the  soul's 
great  work.  It  is  often  too  late  to 
seek  a  Saviour  then.  The  body  will 
then  perhaps  be  too  weak,  and  the 
mind  too  feeble,  to  begin  to  seek  the 
Lord.  Perhaps  too  the  Saviour,  whcD 
we  most  need  Him,  will  then  be  far 
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oriffrom  us  Having  i ejected  lliin, 
He  will  turn  His  face  away  from  us, 
and  leave  us  in  that  trying  hour  to 
ourselves.  Oh  then  '  seek  the  Lord 
nowy  while  he  may  be  found;  call 
upon  him  while  he  is  near* 

There  are  many  old  people,  who,  if 
you  question  them  about  the  future, 
will  say  that  they  hope  all  will  be  well. 
But  if  you  press  your  question  a  littlt 
more  closely,  you  will  find  that  per- 
haps they  have  no  ground  for  their 
hope.  They  trust  that  God  will  be 
merciful  tr  them;  but  they  cannot 
say  with  the  Apostle,  *I  have  ob- 
tained mercy.'  They  have  never 
sought  it  in  Christ,  where  alone  it  is 
to  be  found.  They  have  never  fled 
for  refuge  to  the  Saviour.  They  love 
Him  a  little,  but  they  have  not  given 
Him  their  heart.  All  is  uncertainty 
with  them.  This  world  is  slipping 
from  under  them ;    and  they  liavo 
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iio  tjure  footing  on  the  heavenly 
shore. 

It  is  a  fearful  thina:  to  take  the  lasi 
Rnd  most  important  steps  of  oui 
journey  alone  and  in  the  dark — not 
to  know  where  we  are  going,  whether 
to  heaven  or  hell — not  to  be  sure 
whether  we  have  the  friendship  of 
God  or  not.  Dear  friend,  it  must 
not  be  so  with  you,  or  your  deathbed 
will  be  a  cheerless  one. 

Suppose;  11, ly  one  was  going  to  take 
a  long  journey ;  he  ought  to  be  ready 
for  it.  His  travelling  clothes  should 
be  prepared.  Nothing  should  be  left 
unsettled.  Everything  should  be  put 
in  order.  He  ought  to  know  all  about 
the  way  that  he  is  going  to  take.  He 
ought  to  have  no  misgivinojs  about  his 
journey.  His  mind  should  be  quite 
made  up. 

And  should  we  be  less  ready  for 
tb^'  <xreat  and  important  step  which 
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we  are  all  goir.g  to  take  ?   Our  happU 
Qtss — our  eternal  safety — deper<ls  on 
it.     Oh,  that  we  may  be  able  to  say, 
'I  die  daily;'  *The  world  is  cruei 
fied  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world ;' 
*  To  me  to  live  is  Christ ;  to  die  is 
gain/     Live  as  a  strau:^er  and      pil- 
grim upon  earth ;  daily  lo  )k  fo.  v/ard 
to  your  home,  and  be  hi»stcning  to- 
wards it.     Live   I  '\A\    wi'u    Christ 
now ;  and  then,  instead  of  dreading 
death,  you  will  heartily  welcome  it 
when  it  comes.     You  will  not  look 
upon  it  as  your  foe.  but  as  your  friend. 
It  will  be  to   you  as   the  gateway, 
tlirough  which  you  will  pass  to  your 
joyful  resurrection.    You  will  feel  ^xi 
lingering  attachment  to  the  world  you 
are  leaving  behind  you  ;  but  you  will 
have  '  a  desire  to  depart,  and  to  be 
with  Christ,  which  is  far  better.' 
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Death  sometimes  seizes  the  young. 
Sometimes  it  overtakes  a  person  as 
he  journeys  carelessly  along  the  road 
of  life.  Sometimes  it  checks  the  seed 
before  it  springs  up.  Sometimes  it 
nips  the  flower  as  it  begins  to  open 
to  the  sun. 

But  death,  whiLst  it  has  seized  one 
and  another,  has  hitherto  passed  yoff 
by.  You  have  lived,  it  may  be,  your 
three  or  four  score  years.  But  now 
your  turn  is  coming.  The  shore  of 
eternity  is  not  far  off.  You  feel  that 
you  are  drawing  near  to  it. 

Perhaps   death    has    sounded    its 
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warning  note  in  your  ear.  Its  chariot- 
wheels  are  drawing  near.  Your 
strength  is  breaking  up.  Your  ap- 
petite is  gone.  Your  hearing  is  thick 
and  dull.  Your  sight  has  grown 
dim.  Ah,  if  this  was  your  home,  it 
would  be  but  a  sad  one  now.  If 
your  only  delights  were  to  be  found 
in  the  world,  your  lot  would  indeed 
be  a  mournful  one ;  for  the  world  can 
do  but  Uttle  for  you  in  your  present 
state.    It  seems  to  turn  its  back  upon 

you  now. 

But  brighten  up.  Your  Heavenly 
Father  is  near.  He  has  blessings  Tor 
you.  He  will  not  leave  you  in  your 
declining  years.  '  Even  to  your  old 
age  I  am  he ;  and  even  to  hoar  hairs 
will  I  carry  you.'  He  is  able  to 
strengthen  and  comfort  you  in  your 
hour  of  weakness.  He  can  give  you 
a  peace  which  the  world  never  gave 
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Now,  I  dare  say  you  wish  to  die 
well.  You  wish  to  leave  this  world 
with  a  good  hope.  Do  you  not? 
Then  three  things  are  specially  need- 
ful to  make  your  deathbed  a  happy 
one. 

1.  You  must  be  brought  to  feel 
your  guilt  in  God's  sight.  Many  ac- 
knowledge this  in  words;  but  they  do 
not  thoroughly  feel  it  in  their  hearts. 
But  if  the  Holy  Spirit  awakens  your 
soul,  if  you  are  really  brought  under 
His  blessed  influence,  then  you  will 
not  speak  merely  of  being  a  sinner ; 
but  you  will  feel,  and  that  deeply, 
the  burden  and  ijuilt  of  sin.  What 
a  difference  there  is  between  the  cold 
acknowledgment  that  you  and  all  the 
world  have  sinned,  and  that  deep  con- 
viction of  sin  which  leads  you  to  cry 
out  in  the  agony  of  your  soul,  '  God 
be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner ! ' 

Ask  God  to  make  you  see  what  sin 
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is.  Pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
show  you  your  guilt,  and  lead  you  to 
sigh  and  cry  for  its  removal. 

*  Ah,'  you  will  say,  '  is  this  what 
you  mean  by  happiness  on  a  death- 
bed ?     Such  thoughts  as  these  will 
only  make  me  miserable.'     There  is 
some  truth  in  this.    But  depend  upon 
it,  there   can  be  no  real  happiness, 
until  you  have  felt  your  misery,  and 
had  it  removed.     Your  wound  must 
be  probed  and  laid  open,  before  it 
can  be  healed.     And  is   not  this  a 
blessed  misery,  if  it  leads  to  happi- 
ness ?     What  if  sorrow  endures  for  a 
night,  so  long  as  joy  dawns  upon  us 
in  the  morning  ?     It  is  better  to  feel 
your  sins  noiv,  than  to  feel  them  when 
you  are  beyond  the  reach  of  pardoning 
mercy.     I  always  think  that  those  are 
on  the  fair  road  to  happiness,  who 
have  made  the  discovery  that  they 
have  wandered  and  strayed  from  the 
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right  way,  and  are  earnestly  seeking 
to  find  a  better  path. 

Look  closely  into  your  own  evil 
heart.  Try  and  bring  every  sin  from 
its  hiding-place  They  lie,  some  of 
them,  very  deep.  Pray  then,  '  Search 
me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart;  try 
me,  and  know  my  thooghts ;  and  see 
if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me, 
and  lead  me  in  the  way  eveilastiiig.' 

Remember  that  there  is  not  a  sin 
which  you  have  ever  been  guilty  of, 
even  though  it  be  years  and  years 
ago,  that  is  not  written  down  in 
God's  memory.  The  sins  of  your 
youth,  which  you  may  have  long 
since  quite  forgotten — there  they  are, 
as  fresh  as  if  they  had  been  just  com- 
mitted. Yes,  vou  have  need  to  ask 
God  to  wipe  them  out  of  His  re- 
membrance, though  they  will  always 
be  fresh  in  your  own.  The  prayer  of 
David  will  just  suit  you,  *  Remember 
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Qot  the  sins  of  my  youth,  nor  my 
transgressions:  according  to  thy 
mercy  remember  thou  me,  for  thy 
goodness'  sake,  O  Lord.' 

To  feel  your  sins  then  is  important, 
very  important.  But  something  more 
is  needful.  You  must  get  them  par- 
doned,  blotted  only  put  awaij  for  ever 
And  how  can  this  be  ? 


2.  There  is  a  way  by  which  the 
guiltiest  may  obtain  forgiveness. 
There  is  a  fountain  in  which  the 
vilest  may  wash  and  be  clean.  The 
blood  of  Christ  can  wipe  away  our 
deepest  stains.  God  has  sent  His 
Son  to  die  upon  the  cross ;  and  in 
that  cross  you  may  find  mercy. 

But  perhaps  you  may  fancy  thai 
you  have  no  great  need  of  such  a 
Saviour — that  you  have  done  nothing 
particularly  wrong — that  your  heart 
is  PS  citan  as  others' — that  you  have 
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lived  a  tolerably  harmless  life,  and 
that  God  will  at  last  accept  you? 
No,  dear  friend,  you  are  a  sinner,  a 
great  sinner,  in  God's  sight,  though 
man  may  have  nothing  to  lay  to  your 
charire.  Oh,  how  much  you  have 
left  undone!  How^  uiuch  you  have 
done  wrongly  !  How  much  you  have 
thought  about  your  body,  and  how 
httle  about  your  soul !  How  much 
have  you  cared  about  this  world, 
and  how  little  about  that  which  is 
coming  !  How^  much  more  have  you 
loved  yourself  and  your  children  than 
you  have  loved  your  Lord ! 

Be  assured  your  sins  are  great  and 
many — far  greater,  and  far  more  in 
number,  than  you  can  blot  out.  Go 
then,  and  throw  yourself  on  Christ 
the  great  Sin-bearer.  Bring  your 
debt  to  Him,  who  has  paid  it  with 
His  blood.  Believe  on  Him.  Give 
your   whole   heart    to    Him.      Say, 
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•Lord,  enable  me  to  love  Thee. 
Make  me  to  taste  of  Thy  precious- 
ness.  Look  upon  me,  a  vile  sinner. 
Help  me  in  my  great  need.  Pardon 
all  mv  ffuilt,  and  clothe  me  with  Thy 
perfect  righteousness 

3.  But  further,  we  need  a  holu 
heart.  And  God  must  give  this.  He 
can  take  away  *  the  heart  of  stone,' 
the  hard,  unbelieving,  unloving  heart; 
and  He  can  give  you  a  *  heart  of 
rtesh,'  a  believing,  loving,  tender 
heart.  Happy  those  in  whom  the 
Holy  Spirit  dwells,  whose  souls  are 
tilled  with  His  grace,  and  are  daily 
more  and  more  conformed  to  the 
image  and  likeness    S  Christ. 

And  can  we  ever  be  perfectly  and 
completely  holy  here  ?  No,  we  shall 
carry  about  with  us  a  sinful  nature 
to  the  very  last.  Our  refuge  in  a 
dymg  hour  must  not  be  any  good- 
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ness  of  our  own,  but  the  merits  ard 
atonement  of  Jesus  our  Saviour. 


Perhaps  this  book  may  fall  into  the 
hands  of  one  who  has  been  long  lying 
upon  a  sick-bed.  Dear  reader,  your 
bed  may  be  a  bed  of  peace ;  and  it  will 
be  so  if  you  have  found  a  Saviour 
All  is  well,  if  God  is  your  God,  and 
Christ  your  Saviour.  Then  you  need 
not  fear.  He  who  is  your  Father 
keeps  you  there.  You  are  His 
prisoner.  He  has  the  keys,  and  in 
His  own  good  time  He  will  unlock 
the  door,  and  welcome  you  into  His 
presence,  to  be  with  Him  for  ever. 

Or  perhaps  your  end  is  near. 
Happy  is  it  for  you,  if  death  and 
eternity  are  no  strangers  to  you. 
Happy  for  3^ou,  if  Jesus  is  your  por- 
tion, and  heaven  your  home.  Then 
you  have  only  to  die  ;  and  death  has 
lost  its  sting  with  you      Christ  has 
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plucked  it  out.  You  can  say  with 
the  Apostle,  '  I  know  whom  I  have 
believed.'  And  you  can  add  with 
David,  *When  i  pass  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  evil,  for  thy  rod  and  thy  staff 
they  comfort  me.' 

There  is  now  but  a  step  between 
you  arid  death.  And  well  that  it  is 
so,  if  you  are  a  true  servant  of  God. 
You  have  nothing  to  dread.  Death, 
which  is  '  the  king  of  terrors '  to  the 
ungodly,  is  like  a  welcome  messenger 
to  you.  It  is  like  the  plank  on  which 
the  Sailor  walks  to  shore,  after  having 
been  tossed  on  the  troubled  ocean.  It 
will  bear  you  to  your  Father's  arms.  It 
will  lay  you  in' your  Saviour's  bosom. 

Ah,  though  it  is  hard  to  bear 
weakness  and  suffering ;  though  days 
of  pain  and  nights  of  weariness  are 
aj)pointed  you;  still  you  will  will- 
ingly endure  all  this,  if  Christ  is  with 
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you.  If  He  *  makes  all  your  bed  in 
your  sickness,'  then  that  bed  will 
be  a  bed  of  blessing  to  you.  It  is 
better  to  lie  there  with  God  for  your 
Friend,  than  to  enjoy  health  and 
strength  without  Ilim.  Your  last 
illness  may  be  a  very  precious  time  to 
you,  the  most  important  season  of 
your  whole  Hfe,  the  time  when  you 
shall  receive  the  fullest  communica- 
tions from  God,  and  enjoy  the  truest 
peace. 

Let  Christ  be  your  watchword  in 
death,  your  hope,  your  joy,  your 
portion,  your  all.  Think  of  Ilim, 
when  you  can  think  of  nothing  else. 
Cling  to  Him,  when  all  else  is  slip- 
ping as  it  were  from  under  you. 
Be  assured,  He  will  never  leave  you, 
aor  forsake  you. 

I  have  read  of  a  dying  Christian,  a 
venerable  servant  of  God,  whose  wife 
and  children  stood  around  his  bed 
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weei)ing.  His  speech  was  weii-mgh 
gone,  and  his  memory  had  nearly 
left  him.  One  of  his  children  had 
asked  him,  '  Father,  do  you  remem- 
ber me?'  and  received  no  answer 
Another  and  another  also,  but  still  v.o 
answer.  Then  his  aj^tcl  partner  drew 
near.  She  bent  over  him ;  and  as 
tears  fell  down  her  cheeks.,  she  said, 
'  Do  you  not  remember  me  f  A 
stare :  but  it  is  a  vacant  stare.  There 
was  no  light  in  that  tilmy  eye.  The 
seal  of  death  was  upon  those  lips. 
His  sun  had  almost  i^one  done.  The 
shadows  of  death  were  upon  him. 

Tht'ii  one  calmer  than  the  rest,  who 
remembered  that  the  love  of  Christ 
is  *  strong  as  death,'  stooped  to  his 
ear,  and  said,  '  Do  you  remember 
Christ  ?'  That  name  seemed  for  a 
momenttocall  backhis  consciousness. 
His  pale  countenance  lighted  up,  like 
the  last  beam  of  day;  and  with  a  smile 


.i 


112      THF  AGED  CHRISTIAN  IN  DEATH. 

he  replied, '  Remember  Christ !  Dear 
Christ!  He  is  all  my  salvation,  and 
all  my  desire.' 

May  this  be  your  feeling  and  mine 
in  the  hour  of  our  departure ! 
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THE  AGi:i)  CHRISTIAN  IN  HEAVEN. 


What  is  Heaven  ?  Where  is  it  ?  We 
know  not.  And  there  are  many 
more  questions  wt  should  like  to 
ask  about  it,  but  they  cannot  bt 
answered.  This  however  we  know 
— that  Heaven  is  a  holy  place,  a 
happy  place,  an  eternal  .Y'5//wy-placc. 
the  abode  of  God  Himself. 

It  will  be  a  Holy  Place.  The 
Word  of  God  says,  '  There  shall  in 
no  wise  enter  into  it  anything  that 
defileth.'  No  unpardoned  one  shall 
be  there ;  no  Christless  souls ;  none 
with  unchanged  hearts. 

This  world  is  under  a  curse.  Sin 
spoils  all  our  actions.     But  there  will 


i 


114 


THE  AGED  CHRISTIAN 


be  '  110  more  curse '  in  heayen.  We 
shall  be  holy  as  the  angels.  We  shall 
be  like  the  Saviour.  'Beloved/  says 
St.  John,  'now  are  we  the  sons  of  God, 
and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we 
shall  be  :  but  we  know  that,  when  he 
shall  appear,  we  shall  he  like  him' 


Heaven  will  be  a  Happy  Place  too. 
Where  there  is  holiness  there  must 
be  happiness.  When  is  it  that  we 
enjoy  the  most  peace  here  ?  Is  it 
not  when  we  are  living  nearest  to 
God,  doing  His  will,  and  following 
Him  faithfully }  Think  then  how 
great  will  be  our  bliss  in  heaven,  when 
we  shall  be  holy  as  He  is  holy. 

There  will  be  nothing  to  interfere 
with  our  joy  then.  One  would  think 
that  our  happiness  would  be  spoilt  by 
the  absence  of  some  whom  we  loved 
here  on  earth,  and  who  will  not  be 
there  to  share  our  heaven  with  us. 
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But  no  ;  in  some  way  God  will  pre 
vent  even  this  from  grieving  us.  So 
long  as  He  is  glorified,  we  shall  be 
content.  Our  song  will  be,  '  Just 
and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  king  of 
saints/ 

I  hope  you  can  feel  that  you  have 
many  happy  moments  now.  But 
every  moment  will  be  happy  in  heaven. 
Now  it  is  only  chequered  happiness : 
sorrow  will  creep  in.  But  then  it 
will  be  perfect  and  unmixed.  Now 
you  feel  peace,  when  you  think  of 
Jesus,  and  what  He  has  done  for 
you;  and  when  your  cold  heart  is 
warmed  with  His  love,  you  are 
happy.  But  then  your  heart  will  be 
filled  full  of  His  love,  and  your  cup 
of  joy  will  run  over. 


Heaven  is  an  Everlasting  Resting- 
place.  Oh,  what  a  world  of  toil  and 
trial  this  is !     Perhaps  you  have  had 
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to  work  hard  all  your  life,  and  eat 
your  bread  with  labour.       Perhaps 
you  have  also  lived  hard,  and  often 
found  a  difficulty  in  getting  enough. 
You  have  met  with  many  a  trial  too 
m  your   day,   and  this  has  left  its 
mark  on  your  care-worn  brow.     But 
there  will  be  an  end  of  all  this  in 
heaven.     It  has   been  said,  'Earth 
for  toil ;  heaven  for  repose.'     There 
the  weary  rest.     The  tired  limbs  will 
ache  no  more.      The   tear  will  not 
again  trickle  down  your  cheek.  There 
will  be  no  more  strife  and  confusion. 
We  shall  be  no   more  tossed  about 
on   the   troublesome   waves  of  this 
world.     All  will  be  rest. 

But  it  will  not  be  a  rest  of  sloth 
and  idleness.  There  would  be  no 
happiness  in  that.  We  shall  all  serve 
God  day  and  night.  The  angels 
serve  Him  now ;  it  is  their  greatest 
ioy  to  be  employed  for  Him.     And 
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so  it  will  be  with  us.  To  do  His  will, 
will  be  our  constant  employment,  and 
to  sing  His  praises  our  great  delight. 
We  shall  not  rest  day  nor  night,  say- 
ing, '  Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God 
Almighty/ 

Heaven  is  the  dwelling-place  of  God 
Himself.  We  shall  be  with  Him.  We 
shall  spend  eternity  in  His  presence. 
What  ail  honour !  What  blessedness  ' 
If  we  have  any  dear  Friend  on  earth 
whom  we  specially  love,  are  we  not 
very  happy  in  his  company  .''  What 
will  it  be  to  be  near  our  Lord — to  see 
Him,  and  be  with  Him,  for  ever? 
*  Behold,  the  tabernacle  of  God  is 
with  men,  and  he  will  dwell  with 
them,  and  they  shall  be  his  people, 
and   God  himself  shall  be  with  them.' 

This,  my  dear  friend,  is  the  pro- 
spect before  you.  Why  should  you 
grieve  then  that  your  earthly  house  is 
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tottering  and  giving  way,  when  you 
have  such  a  house  as  this  in  store  for 
you  "^     Oh,  be  of  good  courage.     A 
few  more  days  in  this  weary  world, 
and  then  a  home  of  joy  for  ever ! 
Is  this  Home  yours  ?    I  hope  it  is. 
Jesus  b  's  prepared  it  for  you.     But 
remember,  you  need  to  be  prepared 
for  it.     You  need  to  have  every  sin 
washed  away  in  your  Saviour's  blood. 
You  have  an  evil  wicked  heart.    Ask 
God  to  take  it  away,  and  to  give  you 
a  new   and   clean  heart.      Ask  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  teach  you,  to  enlighten 
you,  to  show  Christ  to  you,  and  to 
make  you  every  day  more  and  more 
like  your  Saviour    Ask  Him  to  bend 
your  will  to  His 

It  is  possible  that  some  reader  of 
these  pages  may  have  been  travel- 
ling all  his  life  long  towards  Hell. 
He  may  have  followed  his  own  ways, 
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and  despised  the  ways  of  God.  He 
may  have  loved  sin  and  rejected  the 
Saviour.  And  now  he  has  come  to 
the  brink  of  eternity  ;  and  all  before 
him  is  dark  and  hopeless 

O  sinner,  I  tremble  for  you.     It  is 
written,  *The  wicked  shall  be  turned 
into   hell,   and    all    the   people   that 
forget  God.'     '  The  wages  of  sin  is 
death:     What  is  to  become  of  you  ? 
You  will  soon  die.     And  what  then  ? 
What  is  there  after  death  ?    There  is 
the  awful  judgment;  'the  great  white 
throne;'  and  all  gathered  before  it, 
and  you  among  the  number.     The 
books  will  be  opened,  and  your  sins 
aP    written   there!      And   then   the 
TENCE— the  jusi  and  righteous 
sentence!     Oh,   who   shall   stand, 
when  He  appeareth  ?  who  shall  dwell 
with  everlasting  burnings  ? 

Your  case  is  bad,  very  bad.    Shall 
I  say  that  it  is  utterly  hopeless  ?    No, 
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I  dare  not  say  so.  I  have  seen  on  a 
dark  trloomy  day,  when  almost  the 
whole  heavens  have  been  covered 
with  a  thick  mantle  of  clouds — I 
have  seen  a  little  speck  of  lio:ht  in  the 
distant  sky,  which  has  given  me  hope. 
And  if  you  open  God's  Word,  you 
may  see  a  little  bright  opening  of 
hope  ever  nigh.  There  is  a  whisper 
from  heaven  to  you,  more  welcome 
than  the  gleam  of  sunshine,  which 
says,  '  Come  now,  and  let  us  reason 
together,  saith  the  Lord ;  though  your 
sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as 
white  as  snow ;  though  they  be  red 
like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool.* 
You  have  greatly  sinned.  You 
have  done  much  to  shut  yourself  out 
from  God's  mercy.  But  He  has  fol- 
lowed you  m  all  your  wanderings.  He 
is  ready  to  win  you  back.  He  calls  to 
you  in  words  of  love  and  tenderness. 
Ah,  ajid  He  seems  now  once  more  to 
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hold  the  door  of  mercy  open.  He 
seems  to  say  to  you,  *  Why  will  ye 
die?'  He  can  pardon  even  now 
Think  of  the  cross.  Throw  yourself 
down,  as  it  were,  before  it.  Look  there 
for  mercy,  and  you  may  yet  find  it. 

Yes,  my  brother,  or  my  sister,  you 
are  late,  very  late ;  but  your  day  of 
grace  may  not  yet  be  past.  You  may 
seek  Christ,  and  find  Him  even  now. 
'To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice, 
harden  not  your  hearts.' 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are 
a  true  servant  of  Christ,  though  you 
feel  yourself  unworthy  to  be  called 
His— if,  as  you  have  grown  in 
years,  you  have  gone  on  loving  and 
serving  Him  more  and  more — then 
you  may  think  of  death  without 
alarm ;  and  what  is  more,  you  may 
think  of  the  bright  and  happy  Home 
Beyond. 
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Is  there  not  something  very  sweet 
in  those  words, '  My  Home  ? '  Happy 
the    hardworking    Labourer,    who, 
when  evening  comes,  has  a  home  to 
return  to !  Happy  the  Prisoner,  who, 
when  his  day  of  Uberty  arrives,  has 
a  home  to  receive  him !     Happy  the 
Traveller,  who  journeys  on  with  the 
cheering  prospect  that  he  is  getting 
nearer  home !     But  still  more  happy 
the  Christian,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
who,  after  a  long  life  in  this  changing 
world,  has  a  sure  and  certain  hope 
that  he  is  daily  and  hourly  drawing 
nearer  to  his  Heavenly  Home !    And 
how  sweet  the  thought  of  entering 
that  Home,  never  more  to  leave  it ! 
How  blessed,  when  all  our  trials  and 
all  our  journeyings  are  over,  to  enjoy 
that   rest   which   remaineth   to   the 
people  of  God !     Then  we  shall  be 
permitted  to  sing, — 


In 


IN  HEAVEN. 

It  18  no  longer  •  gmnj  home,* 
For  lieavon  if>  reached  at  last  ; 

The  weary  wilderness,  thank  (Jod, 
Is  now  for  ever  passed. 

I've  bid  the  world  a  glad  farewell  ^ 
I've  done  with  suflcring  now  ; 

And  never  more  one  passing  grief 
Shall  shade  my  peaceful  brow. 

I've  reached  at  length  my  native  land. 

Tlie  place  I  truly  love  : 
Clad  in  my  Saviour's  spotless  robe, 

I've  joined  the  hosts  above. 


I've  reached  my  home,  that  home  so  dew 

To  every  pilgrim's  heart  ; 
And  never  shall  my  feet  again 

From  its  glad  walls  depart. 

I've  joined  that  blessed  band  above 

Of  brethren  kindred  dear ; 
But  better  far,  my  Lord  I  see, 

And  His  loved  voice  I  hear. 

I've  reached  my  home,  my  happy  home. 

So  holy  and  so  pure  ; 
And  (blessed  thought  I)  I  know  it  shall 

Eternally  endure. 
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For  those  whom  Jcsns  died  to  saw 

Hp  ever  lives  to  bless  ; 
Tliose  Mansions  which  His  love  prepares, 

His  children  shall  possess. 

And  now,  dear  reader,  it  is  time 
that  I  bid  you  farewell.  If  I  have 
said  one  word  that  has  helped  you  on 
your  way — if  you  have  learnt  a  single 
truth  from  this  book— if  I  have  given 
a  little  spur  to  your  faith,  or  kindled 
a  spark  of  love  in  your  soul — if,  in 
short,  you  are  in  any  way  the  better 
for  having  read  these  pages — to  God 
be  all  the  praise  !  We  shall  both 
crive  it  to  Him  throus^hout  eternity. 

May  you  and  I,  unworthy  as  we 
are,  be  numbered  among  God's  blood- 
bought  family,  among  the  Saviour's 
friends  !  And  may  we  hereafter  sit 
down  together  in  the  kingdom  of  our 
Father ' 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 
PRIVATE  PRAYERS. 

1.— FOR  THE  MORNING. 

0  Almighty  Father,  look  down  in 
mercy  upon  me  Thy  sinful  creature, 
who  now  approach  Thee.  I  dare 
not  come  to  Thee  in  my  own  name, 
but  in  the  name  of  .lesus,  my  beloved 
Saviour.     Hear  me,  for  His  sake. 

Thou  knowest,  Lord,  how  much  I 
have  done  wrong  in  the  days  that  are 
paF :.  I  have  sinned  against  Thee  hi 
my  youth,  in  my  riper  years,  and 
even  in  my  old  age.  Oh,  make  me  to 
feel  my  sins.  Make  me  to  mourn 
over  them  with  godly  sorrow.  Bring 
them  all  to  my  r<imembrance.     Hide 
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nothinj;  from  me.     Show  me  my  own 
evil  heart. 

I  thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast  sent 
Thy  dear  Son  to  die  upon  the  cross 
for  me.     Pardon  me,  for  Hi?  sake 
Wash  away  every  stain  of  my  guilt 
in  His  precious  blood. 

And,  O  Thou  blessed  Spirit,  make 
me  holy.  Be  pleased  to  take  away 
tills  stony  heart  of  mine,  and  give  me 
a  heart  to  love  Thee.  Teach  me  all 
that  I  need  to  know.  Especially  teach 
me  to  know,  and  to  love,  and  to  serve 
my  Saviour. 

I  thank  Thee,  O  God,  for  having 
kept  me  safely  during  the  past  night. 
Let  Thy  blessing  rest  on  me  this  day. 
Be  with  me  in  my  going  out  and 
coming  in,  in  my  sitting  down  and 
rising  up.  Keep  me  this  day  from 
sinful  thoughts  and  evil  tempers. 
Make  me  contented  and  happy.  May 
I  desire  to  do  Thy  will  in  all  things 
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May  1  live  not  for  this  world,  but  for 
eternity. 

Hear  me,  O  my  Father,  bless  me, 
and  save  me,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 
Amen, 


2._F0R  NOON. 

O  MY  God,  I  come  to  Thee,  fori  feel 
that  I  cannot  live  without  Thee.  Be 
Thou  very  near  to  me,  and  take  up 
Thy  abode  within  my  heart. 

Thou  knowest  how  apt  I  am  to 
forget  Thee,  and  how  ready  my  mind 
is  to  wander  from  Thee.  Re  pleased 
to  call  me  back.  Draw  me  upwards 
towards  Thee.  My  soul  cleaveth 
unto  the  dust ;  quicken  me  according 
to  Thy  Word. 

Blessed  be  Thy  name  for  having 
spared  me  through  a  long  life,  and 
for  showing  me  so  many  mercies, 
which  I  have  but  little  deserved.    Be 
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with  me  during  the  remainder  of  my 
earthly  pilgrimage.  I  have  lived  long 
enough  to  the  world  and  to  self;  may 
I  now  live  unto  Thee. 

Keep  me  watchful.  Keep  me  prayer- 
ful. Keep  me  humble.  Strengthen 
my  poor  weak  faith.  Kindle  some 
love  in  my  soul.  Oh,  make  me  truly 
Thine — Thine  now  and  Thine  for 
ever,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Amen. 
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3.— FOR  THE  EVENING. 

O  MOFT  gracious  God,  I  thank  Thee 
that  I  have  been  brought  safely  to 
the  close  of  another  day.  Blessed  be 
Thy  name  for  all  the  mercies  which 
surround  me — for  the  food  I  eat,  and 
the  clothing  I  put  on.  Above  all,  I 
thank  Thee  for  the  still  greater  mer- 
cies which  concern  my  soul.  I  thank 
Thee  that  I  have  a  Saviour,  and  that 
He  has  promised  pardon  and  eternal 
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life  to  all  who  believe  on  Him.  Lord, 
I  believe ;  help  Thou  mine  unbelief. 

Blessed  Jesus,  grant  me  to  love 
Thee.  May  my  last  days  be  my  best 
days.  Grant  that  I  may  redeem  the 
time  that  I  have  so  often  wasted,  and 
live  henceforth  more  entirely  to  Thee. 

Prepare  me  for  death.  Enable  me 
to  look  forward  to  it  without  alarm. 
Give  me  a  full  and  happy  trust  in 
Christ  my  Saviour.  As  I  grow  in 
years,  may  I  each  day  grow  riper  for 
heaven. 

Lord,  bless  my  Family,  my  Neigh- 
bours, and  Friends.  May  I  ever  be 
trying  to  be  useful  to  them.  Bless  all 
who  are  kind  to  me.  Be  with  my 
Minister,  and  give  him  grace  to  speak 
words  that  will  do  me  good. 

O  my  Father,  hear  me  in  this  my 
prayer,  which  I  offer  up  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 
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FOR  A  TIME  OF  STCKNKSS. 

When  languor  and  ilisense  invnde 
Tliis  trenil)ling  house  of  clay, 

"lis  sweet  to  look  beyond  our  cage 
And  long  to  Hy  away. 

Sweet  to  look  niward  and  attend 

The  whispers  of  His  love; 
Sweet  to  look  iipwaid  to  the  placp 

Where  .lesus  pleads  above. 

^  weet  to  look  back,  and  see  my  name 
In  life's  fair  book  set  down; 

Sweet  to  look  forward,  and  behold 
Eternal  joys  my  own. 
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Sweet  to  reflect  iiow  grace  Divine 

My  sins  on  Jesus  laid ; 
Sweet  to  remember  that  His  blood 

My  debt  of  suffering  paid. 

Sweet  in  His  righteousness  to  stand 
Whi^^»  saves  from  second  death ; 

Sweet         Kperience  day  by  day 
His  ..jjirit's  guiding  breath. 

Sweet  in  tlie  confidence  of  faith 

To  trust  His  firm  decrees; 
Sweet  to  lie  passive  in  His  Imnds, 

And  know  no  will  but  His. 

If  such  the  sweetness  of  the  stream, 

What  must  the  fountain  be, 
Where  saints  and  angels  draw  their  bliss 

Immediately  from  Thee? 


SUBxMISSION 

LuKK,  xxii    42. 

My  God  and  Fathtr,  wliile  I  stray 
Far  from  my  home  on  life's  rough  way. 
Oh,  teach  me  from  my  heart  to  say, 
Tliv  will  be  done.' 
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If  Thou  dost  call  nie  to  resign 
What  most  I  prize — it  ne'er  was  mine  ; 
I  only  yield  Tliee  what  was  Thine : 
'  Thy  will  be  done.* 


Should  pining  sickness  waste  away 
My  life  in  premature  decay, 
My  Father,  still  I  strive  to  say, 

*  Thy  will  be  done.' 


ii 


If  but  my  fainting  heart  be  blest 
With  Thy  sweet  Spirit  for  my  guest. 
My  God,  to  Thee  I  leave  the  rest: 
*  Thy  will  be  done.' 


Renew  my  will  from  day  to  day; 
Blend  it  with  Thine,  and  take  away 
All  that  now  makes  it  hard  to  say, 
*  Thy  will  be  done.* 
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Then,  when  on  earth  I  breathe  no  more. 
The  prayer,  oft  mixed  with  tears  before 
T  *11  sing  upon  a  happier  shore, 

'Thy  will  be  done. 
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COMING  TO  CHRIST 

John,  vi.  87. 

Just  as  I  am,  without  one  plea, 
But  that  Thy  blood  was  shed  for  me, 
And  that  Thou  bid'st  lae  come  to  Thee, 
O  Lamb  of  God,  I  come. 

Just  as  I  am,  and  waiting  not 
To  rid  my  soul  of  one  dark  blot. 
To  Thee,  whose  blood  can  cleanse  each  spot, 
0  Lamb  of  God,  I  come. 

Just  as  I  am,  though  tossed  about 
With  many  a  conflict,  many  a  doubt, 
FiffhtiLii-s  within,  and  fears  without : 
0  Lamb  of  God,  I  come. 

Just  as  I  am — poor,  wretched,  bliua  . 
Sight,  riches,  healing  of  the  mind, 
Yea,  all  I  need,  in  Thee  to  find, 
0  Lamb  of  God,  I  come. 

Just  as  I  am.  Thou  wilt  receive, 
Wilt  welcome,  pardon,  cleanse,  relieve  •, 
Because  Thy  promise  1  believe, 
O  Lamb  of  God,  I  come. 
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Just  as  I  am,  Thy  love  unknown 
Has  broken  every  barrier  down  : 
Now  to  be  Thine,  yea,  Thine  alone— 
O  Lamb  of  God.  I  come. 

REST  FOR  THE  WEARY 

Matthew,  xi.  28. 

f  HEARD  the  voice  of  Jesus  say, 

Clome  unto  Me,  and  rest ; 
Lay  down,  thou  weary  one,  lay  down 

Thy  head  upon  My  breast. 
I  eauie  to  Jesus  as  I  was, 

Weary,  and  worn,  and  sad ; 
1  found  in  Him  a  resting-place, 

And  He  has  made  me  glad. 

T  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  say, 

Behold,  I  freely  give 
The  living  water  :  thirsty  one. 

Stoop  down,  and  drink,  and  live. 
I  came  to  Jesus,  and  I  drank 

Of  that  life-giving  stream. 
My  thirst  was  quenched,  my  soul  revived, 

And  now  I  live  in  Him. 


I  lieard  the  voice  ol*  Jesus  s:iy, 

I  am  this  dark  \\H)rld's  iiglit ; 
Look  unto  Me,  thy  morn  shall  rise, 

And  all  thy  day  be  hright. 
I  looked  to  Jesus,  and  I  found 

In  Him  my  Star,  my  Sun  ; 
And  in  that  light  oflile  I'll  valk 

Till  travelling  days  are  done. 
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1  Peteu,  ii.  'iry. 

I  WAS  a  wandering  sheep, 
1  did  not  love  the  tbld  ; 
I  did  not  love  my  Shepherd's  voice. 
I  would  not  be  controlled. 

The  Shepherd  sought  His  sheep  , 
The  Father  sought  His  child  ; 
They  followed  me  o'er  hill  and  dale, 
O'er  desert,  waste,  and  wild. 

Jesus  my  Shepherd  is  : 
'Twas  He  that  loved  my  soul, 
Twas  He  that  washed  me  in  His  blood, 
'Twas  He  that  made  me  whole 
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'Twas  He  that  sought  the  lost, 
That  found  the  wand'ring  sheep  ; 
'Twas  He  that  brought  nie  to  the  fold  , 
Tis  He  that  doth  lue  keep. 

I  was  a  wand'ring  sheep, 
[  would  not  be  controlled  ; 
But  now  I  love  the  Shepherd's  voice, 
I  love,  I  love  the  fold. 
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THE  BETTER  COUNTRY. 

Hebrews,  xi.  16. 

I'm  but  a  stranger  here, 

Heaven  is  my  home  ; 
Earth  is  a  desert  drear. 

Heaven  is  my  home. 
Danger  and  sorrow  stand 
Round  me  on  every  hand  ; 
Heaven  is  my  fatherland, 

Heaven  is  my  home. 

What  though  the  tempest  rage  ? 

Heaven  is  my  home : 
Short  is  my  pilgrimage. 

Heaven  is  my  home  ; 
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And  time's  wild  wintry  blast 
Soon  will  beovei-past; 
I  shall  reach  home  at  last, 
Heaven  is  my  home. 

There  at  my  Saviour's  side, 

Heaven  is  my  home ; 
I  shall  be  glorified; 

Heaven  is  my  home. 
TIk  re  are  the  good  and  blest, 
Those  I  loved  most  and  best, 
And  there  I  too  shall  rest; 

Heaven  is  my  home. 

Therefore  I  murmur  not, 

Heaven  is  my  home : 
Whate'er  my  earthly  lot, 

Heaven  is  my  home; 
And  I  shall  surely  stand 
There  at  my  Lord's  right  hand; 
Heaven  is  my  fatherland. 

Heaven  is  my  home 
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1  iiAvr:  :i  home  above, 

From  sin  jukI  sorrow  iive, 
A.  mansion  wliicli  eternal  l.ove 

Desi<'-ned  and  formed  ior  mc. 

My  Father's  gracious  hand 

Has  built  thi:^  sweet  abode; 
From  everlasting  it  was  planned, 

My  dwelling-place  with  God. 

My  Saviour's  i^recious  blood 

Has  made  my  title  sure ; 
He  passed  through  death's  dark  raging 

To  make  my  rest  secure.  [Hood. 

The  Comforter  is  come, 

The  promise  has  been  given; 
He  leads  me  onward  to  the  home 

Reserved  for  me  in  Heaven 
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Bright  angels  guard  my  way. 

His  miniators  of  power. 
Encamping  round  me  night  and  day, 

Keep  me  in  danger's  liour. 

Loved  ones  are  gone  l)etore, 

Whose  pilgrim  days  are  done  : 
I  soon  shall  meet  them  on  that  short 

Where  partings  are  unknown. 

Thy  love,  Thou  preeious  Lord, 
My  joy  and  strength  shall  he, 

Till  Thou  shalt  speak  the  gladdening  w<^rd 
That  bids  me  rise  to  Thee. 
And  then  through  endless  days, 
Where  all  Thy  glories  shine, 

in  happier,  holier  strains  I'll  praise 
The  grace  tlui*  made  me  1  hine. 


THE  PILGRIM'S  SONG. 

Psalm  xxxix.  2. 

A  PILGRIM  and  a  stranger, 
I  journey  here  below  ; 

Far  distant  is  my  (  ountry, 
The  Home  to  which  I  so 
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1  lere  I  must  toil  and  travel, 

Oft  weary  and  opprest, 
But  there  my  God  sbftll  lead  me 

To  everlasting  rest. 

I've  met  with  storms  and  dangers 

E'en  from  my  early  years, 
With  enemies  and  conflicts, 

With  fightings  and  with  fears. 
There's  nothing  here  that  tempts  me 

To  wish  a  longer  stay  ; 
So  I  must  hasten  forwards, 

No  halting  or  delay. 

So  I  must  hasten  forwards, 

Thank  God  the  end  wUl  come  \ 
The  land  of  my  sojourning 

Is  not  my  destined  home  ; 
That  evermore  abideth, 

Jerusalem  above, 
The  everlasting  city, 

The  land  of  light  and  love. 

There  still  my  thoughts  are  swelling; 

'Tis  there  1  long  to  be. 
Come,  Lord,  and  call  Thy  servant 

To  blessedness  with  Thee 
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Come,  'id  my  toils  be  ended, 
Let  all  my  wand'rings  cease, 

Call  from  the  wayside  lodi>;iiig 
To  the  sweet  home  of  peace. 

There  I  shall  dwell  for  ever, 

No  more  a  stranger  guest, 
With  all  Thy  blood-boi'  i  *  cliildren 

In  everlasting  rest. 
The  pilgrim  toils  forgotten, 

The  pilgrim  conflicts  o'er, 
All  earthly  griefs  behind  us, 

Eternal  joys  before. 

OUR  HOME  ABOVE. 

Rev.  xxi.  10. 

Jerusalem!  my  happy  home! 

Name  ever  dejir  to  me ! 
When  shall  my  labours  have  an  end 

In  joy,  and  peace,  and  thee? 

Oh,  when,  thou  city  of  my  God, 
Shall  T  thy  courts  ascend, 

Where  cono;regations  ne'er  break  no 
i^wi]  Knl'haths  have  no  end? 


142 


nVJINS  FOR  THE  AGEl). 


if 


Why  siiould  I  slirink  at  pain  and  woe, 

Or  feel  at  death  dismay? 
I  've  Canaan's  goodly  land  in  view, 

And  realms  of  endless  day. 

Apostles,  martyrs,  prophets  there 
Around  mv  Saviour  stand; 

And  soon  my  friends  in  Christ  b(»low 
Will  join  tlie  j^lorious  band. 

Jerusalem  !  my  liappy  home ! 

My  soul  still  pants  for  thee ! 
Then  shall  my  labours  liave  an  eud, 

When  T  .ay joys  shall  ste 
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EASIER  tu  ADVF/nT.     Fcp.  Svo.  '_'.>•.  '',1. 

THE  PARARLES  oF  OUU  LOUD.     Fci-.  8vo.  lar.^t^  type,  ^o. 

PORTRAITS  FROM  THE  BlULE.     Two  Vols.     OLD  TESTA- 
MENT,   NEW  TEoTAMKNT.    Fcp.  Svo.  L'«.  f»/.  each. 

ODR   CHURCH  AND   IIEU  SERVICE.S.    Fop.  8vo.  2.*.  0^. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE.     I'cp.  Svo.  la:-o  typo,  2.v.  6,^.    Cheap 
E'liiion.     Small  type,  clotli  limn,  l.t. 

FAMILY  PRAVl.KSFOR  FOUR  WEI':-:-.    Fir-tScrlcs.     Fcp. 
Svo. '2s.  net..     Second  Soric.^.    Fcp.  8vo. 'Js-.  net. 

ViORY  LAii'JK-Tvi'K  Ei>!TP)N.    Two  ScH'/s  in  One  Volume. 
Square  crown  Svo.  {'.v.  net. 

COTTAGE  SEUM  )NS;  or,  Plain  \Vnv]<  to  the  Poor.  Fcp.  Svo, 
2«.  fill. 

COn\UE  HK.ADINUS.     Fcp.  Svo.  tir^'o  tn'^-'. -*•  l^'^- 
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BISHOP  OXENDEN'S  WORKS— eontirxned. 

THOUGHTS  FOR  LEMT.   In  Seven  Chapters.    Small  8vo.  1«.  6<f. 

THOUGHTS  FOR  HOLY  WEEK.   16mo.  l».6d. 

THOUGHTS    FOR  ADVENT.     In  Nine  Chapters.    Fcp.  8vo. 
1«.  Gd. 

DECISION.    18mo.  1«.  6d. 

THE  HOME  BEYOND ;  or,  A  Happy  Old  Age.    Fcp.  Svo.  large 
type,  cloth,  1«.  6d, 

GOD'S  MESSAGE  TO  THE  POOR.     ISmo.  large  type,  cloth, 
1«.  6(2. 

THE  LABOURING  MAN'S  BOOK.  ISmo.  large  type,  cloth,  1«.  6d. 

CONFIRMATION.     18mo. cloth, 6(i. ;  sewed.Bd. 

COUNSELS  TO  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  CONFIRMED;  or, 
Now  is  the  Time  to  Serve  Christ,     18mo.  cloth.  It. 

BAPTISM    STMPLY    EXPLAINED.     18mo,  cloth,  Is.     Cheap 
Edition.    Paper,  Gd. 

THE  LORD'S  SUPPER  SIMPLY  EXPLAINED.     18mo.  cloth, 
It.    Cheap  Edition.     Paper,  Gd. 

PRAYERS  FOR  PRIVATE  USE.    .32mo.  cloth,  It. 

WORDS  OF  PEACE ;  or,  The  lUessinp^-  of  Sickness.     16mo.  Is. 

THE  STORY  OF  RUTH.     ISmo.  large  type,  limp  cloth,  1». 

GREAT  TRUTHS  IN  VERY  PLAIN  LANGUAGE.   18mo. large 
type,  limp  cloth,  Is. 


LONGMANS,  GREEN,  &  CO.  .HI)  Paternoster  Row,  London 

New  york    Uoiiit<ay.  :iiiil  L:ilcuttii 
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